Indian Birds

Vol. 1 No. 1 January - February 2005

; .t,-n‘-___

- ot

wl

Newsletter for Ornithologists now re-launched as Indian Birds



READY-RECKONER

Bird conservation organisations

BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY: Honorary Secretary, Hornbill
House, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Marg, Mumbai 400023, Maharashtra.
Website: www.bnhs.org. Email: bnhs@bom3.vsnl.net.in. Publish:
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society; Hornbill. Contact
above for: INDIAN BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK: Publish:
Mistnet. ENVIS CENTRE: Publish: Buceros.

SALIM ALl CENTRE FOR ORNITHOLOGY AND NATURAL
HISTORY: Director, Anaikatty P.O., Coimbatore 641108, India.
Website: www.saconindia.org. Email: salimali @vsnl.com

BIRDWATCHERS' SOCIETY OF ANDHRA PRADESH: Honorary
Secretary, PO. Box 45, BanjaraHills, Hyderabad 500034, India. Website:
www.bsaponline.org. Email: aasheesh@vsnl.in. Publish: Mayura; Pitta.

MADRASNATURALISTS SOCIETY: Honorary Secretary, No. 8, Janaki
Avenue, Abhirampuram, Chennai 600018, India. Website:
www.blackbuck.org. Email: info@blackbuck.org. Publish: Blackbuck.

INSTITUTE OF BIRD STUDIES & NATURAL HISTORY: Director,
Rishi Valley, Chittoor District, India 517352. Email:
birds@rishivalley.org. Conduct: Home Study Course in Ornithology.

ORIENTAL BIRD CLUB: PO. Box 324, Bedford, MK42 OWG, U.K.
Website: www.oriental birdclub.org. Publish: Forktail; OBC Bulletin.

WILDLIFE INSTITUTE OF INDIA: Post Bag # 18, Chandrabani,
Dehradun 248001, India. Website: www.wii.gov.in.

WILDLIFE TRUST OF INDIA: Wildlife Trust of India, C-644, New
Friends Colony, New Delhi 110065, India. Email: www.wildlifetrustof-
india.org.

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE-INDIA: 172-B, Lodi Estate, New
Delhi 110003, India. Website: www.wwfindia.org.

Web-based email groups
To join, send email to:

BANGALORE: bngbirds-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
BOMBAY: birdsof bombay-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
DELHI: del hibird-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
KERALA: keral abirder-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
NORTHEAST INDIA: birdsof NEindia-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
ORIENTAL BIRD CLUB: oriental birding-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
NAT-HISTORY INDIA: vivek@ee.princeton.edu
WEST BENGAL : bengal bird-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Internet Resources
India Birds: http://www.indiabirds.com/
Birds of Kerala: http://birdskerala.com/
BirdLife International: http://www.birdlife.net/
Indian Jungles: http://www.indianjungles.com/
Birds of Kolkata: http://www.kolkatabirds.com/
Sanctuary Asia: http://www.sanctuaryasia.com/
Red Data Book: http://www.rdb.or.id/index.html/

The Northern India Bird Network: http://www.del hibird.com/
Zoological Nomenclature Resource: http://www.zoonomen.net/
N.C.L. Centrefor Biodiversity Informatics: http://www.ncbi.org.in/biota/
faunal
John Penhallurick’s Bird Data Project: http://worldbirdinfo.net/
Saving Asia’s threatened birds:
http://www.birdlife.net/action/science/speciedasia_strategy/pdfs.html/
Optics: http://www.betterviewdesired.com/

Library
Ali, Salim, 2002. The book of Indian birds. 13" revised edition. Mumbai:

Bombay Natural History Society.

Ali, Salim & S. Dillon Ripley, 2001. Handbook of the birds of India and
Pakistan, together with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Si
Lanka. 10 vols. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Grimmett, Richard, Carol Inskipp and Tim Inskipp, 1998. Birds of the
Indian subcontinent. London: Christopher Helm.

Harrison, John, 1999. A field guide to the birds of Si Lanka. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Inskipp, Carol & Tim Inskipp, 1985. A guide to the birds of Nepal.
London: Croom Helm.

Inskipp, Carol, Tim Inskipp & Richard Grimmett, 1999. Birds of Bhutan.
New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Kazmierczak, Krys, 2000. A field guide to the birds of India, Si Lanka,
Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and the Maldives. New Delhi:
Om Book Service.

Roberts, T. J. 1991-92. The birds of Pakistan. 2 vols. Karachi: Oxford
University Press.

Robson, Craig, 2000. Afield guideto the birds of South-East Asia. London:
New Holland.

English and scientific bird names used in Newsletter for Ornithologists
follow Manakadan, R. & A. Pittie. 2003. Standardised common and
scientific names of the birds of the Indian Subcontinent. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 42 (3): i-viii, 1-36.

Guidelines to contributors of Indian Birds
Indian Birds publishesoriginal articles and notes about birds and birdwatching with an emphasis on South Asian birds (South Asia: Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka). We welcome articles on behaviour, ecology and conservation, counts and censuses
(particularly those covering multiple years), annotated checklists, trip reports, book reviews, reviews of audio recordings, letters, announcements, notices,
news from the birding world, etc. Authors proposing reviews of published material should first discuss this with the editor. All manuscripts should be easy to
read and understand. Manuscripts will be edited for length, content and style, and will be sent to referees when appropriate. The Editor will discuss
contributions with authors and advise on modifications. Some basic guidelines are given below:
General When abird speciesis first mentioned, both the English and scientific name must be given, thereafter the English name only. English and scientific
names should follow Manakadan, R., and Pittie, A. 2001. Standardised common and scientific names of the birds of the Indian Subcontinent. Buceros 6 (1):
i-ix, 1-38. Metric units and their international symbols must be used; dates and times should be of the form 1.i.2005 and 13:45hrs respectively. Numbers one
to ten should be written in full, except when used with a measurement abbreviation or higher number, thus: five birds, but 5km and 5-15 birds. Numerals are
used for al numbers greater than ten: 12, 120, 1,200 and 12,000.
Preparation and submission of manuscripts These should preferably be sent electronically as an email attachment or mailed on a PC-formatted floppy disk
or CD-ROM to the contact addresses given below. Thetext, tables, figurelegends (which must be self-explanatory) and appendices should be combined in one
MS Word file. Alternatively, hard copies of typescripts, original maps and diagrams can be sent by mail, but this should be an option of last resort.
I mages Photographs, artwork, maps, diagrams, etc. should be digitised and sent either as an email attachment or on CD-ROM. These should bein TIFF and
at least 8"x11” in 300dpi resolution. JPEG files must be “maximum” quality, that is, at their minimum compression. Maps should be marked with a scale and
north arrow.
Disclaimer While every careis taken, Indian Birds cannot be held responsible for accidental loss or damage of any material sent for publication or for their
return whether they are accepted for publication or not. Material published in Indian Birds reflects the views of the authors and not necessarily those of the
publishers. The Editor reserves the right to make necessary changes in manuscripts in consultation with the author. All contributors submitting material to
Indian Birds also give permission for its use on the New Ornis Foundation website. All submissions are evaluated under the assumption that the conditions
listed here have been understood and accepted by the author(s).
Contact addresses The Editor, Indian Birds, PO. Box 2, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034, India. Email: aasheesh@vsnl.in.




Indian Birds Vol. 1 No. 1 (January-February 2005) 1

. . AS PO,
=
natan olras B %,
Provisional | SSN 0973-1407 Elfg N ) |%
Editor Emeritus \ /|
Zafar Futehally F/
Editor Frrme art
Aasheesh Pittie ND1A
Associate Editor I I
\ssociate Edito Indian Birds
Subscription information Vol. 1 No. 1. January-February 2005. Dateof publication: 25 February 2005.
Six issues will be published annually in
February, April, June, August, October, and Content S
December. Editoridl. 2
m?\?i dual ARnS.n lig(l) F‘Z’;’gg{) Nest re-usein White-bellied Shortwing Brachypteryx major in the Nilgiri hills, India.
Student (Up to 10%) Rs. 75 Rs. 225 Senthilmurugan B., Ashfaq Ahmed Zarri & Asad R. Rahmani 2
Institution Rs. 300 Rs. 900 In the footsteps of T. J. Roberts. Rishad Naoroji 3
Eorqgn Ilnc;\_/;dgal igg $315§8 Salvage, relocation and in-nest behaviour of Barn Owl Tyto alba chicks.
oreign Institution Satish Pande, Amit Pawashe, Umesh Karambelkar & Sandeep Shrotri 5
Please make payments favouring Stoliczka's Bushchat Saxicola macrorhyncha in Hissar District, Haryana
New Ornis Foundation Suresh C Sharma & P. S Sangwan 6
Add Rs.25/- for outstation cheques. Of birds and botanizing. Suchitra Ghosh 7
Send manuscripts and subscriptions to Another pond. Shama Futehally 9
e The day of the Indian Pitta. Lt Gen. Baljit Singh 10
PO. Box # 2, Banjara Hills Birding in Finland. Ashish Kothari 11
:yd?lr?b?;hf’oog% '”Id_'a Sighting of Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis at Gangapur Dam, Nashik District,
mail: aasheesn@vsnl.in Maharashtra, India. B. Raha, N. Bhure, R. Sarada & 1. Bob 13
Nidification and site fidelity of the Black-crowned Nigh-Heron
Nycticorax nycticoraxin ChilikaLake, Orissa, India. P. Sathiyaselvam 13
NEW ORN IS FOUNDAT I ON Decline of vulturesin Sriharikota, Nellore District, Andhra Pradesh, India.
S Svakumar & Ranjit Manakadan 14
Registration No. 314/2004 Brood protection by Greater Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis.
URL: www.indianbirds.in Raza H. Tehsin 15
Pied Tit Parus nuchalisin Pali District, Rajasthan, India.
Trustees Raza H. Tehsin, Saadat H. Tehsin and Hasnain Tehsin 15
Zafar Futehally Fea's Thrush Turdus feae (Salvadori, 1887) at Lava, West Bengal, India
Aasheesh Pittie Anand Prasad 15
DrV. Santharam Nesting of Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropusin Kerala. PK. Ravindran 17
Rishad Naoroji Recoveries from Newsletter for Birdwatchers—5. Zafar Futehally 17
Dr Tagi Mundkur Reviews. 18
Dr'S. Subramanya Recent ornithological literature on South Asiaand Tibet. Aasheesh Pittie 19
Suhel Quader, PhD. g '
Correspondence. 22
T ﬁ‘l',m; & Objelctlv&e h il Cover Picture: Barn Owl Tyto alba. 2000.
'Od pu :‘; ‘ a n?’vz_egv‘?/;; haI V‘;' Acrylic (18x24cm). Collection of: Gébor Vasuta.
prov! e.a pratform fo bir C. ers for Artist: Szabolcs Kékay. H-1212 Budapest, Széchenyi u. 49, Hungary.
publishing notes and observations on . ) ) T ]
primarily, birds of South Asia I_ was born in 1976, in I_—|qngary. After finishing secondary schpol in 1994 | starte(_i to _Work for
BirdLife Hungary as a civil servant. These years were very fruitful for | was working in nature
e To promote the awareness of bird conservation. | didn’t stop working for the society after finishing civil service but stayed here until
watching amongst the general public. the spring of 1999. From BirdLife Hungary | moved to the Ministry for the Environment, Authority
. o of Nature Conservation. | was working on the Washington Convention (CITES) for 2 years.
* Toendeavor to establish and maintain “| started birdwatching at the age of 12. | was drawing all my life, but interestingly | turned
liasion with other associations or to birds and nature only in 1996. | was given more and more order for illustrations from National
organized bodies in India or abroad Parks and non-governmental organizations. | wasdoing thisillustration work beside my main job,
whose objects are in keeping with the but it became very exhausting. In the summer of 2001 | became afull timeillustrator.
objects of the Trust (i.e. to support “I'm self-tal_Jght havi ng no formal art trai ning._AtfirstI was doi ng only black-and-_whitelir)e
amateur birdwatchers with cash / kind drlawmgs '\;he;\ trled_ talio pai _ntl ngj (Ij\lqw tIr‘]m W(:jrklng al?:j?St| exc_:l u3|_\|/IeI3S/t c;?_ pa;;]er Wlt:t acrylic
. . : colours. My favourite topic is ‘birds in the modern world'. | enjoy illustrating how nature can
for projectsin omithology). adapt to the changing environment. | feel thisis very important topic.”




Indian Birds Vol. 1 No. 1 (January-February 2005)

New OrnisFoundation
n the inaugural issue of Newsletter for
Ornithologists (Vol. 1 Nos. 1&2, p. 1) |
had written, “...ultimately it is the content
of the newsdletter that will make it popular
among birdwatchers, not the title.” Why
then, thischange of name? There are several
reasons. One is that we are consolidating
the way we manage our publication. You
will be happy tolearn that we haveregistered
atrust, “New Ornis Foundation”, which
owns Indian Birds. Indeed the main
objective of the Foundation is to publish
Indian Birds. This arrangement, of a
Registered organisation controlling and
owning the publication, rather than an
individua or agroup of individuas, wefed,
will provestableinthelong run. New Ornis
Foundation will have seven Trustees who
will ensure that Indian Birds reachesthose
who areinterested in birds, regularly. Sothis
is a good time to start afresh under a new
banner.
The other reason that emboldensusto

Editorial

take this step is that after just a year of
publication, amateur and professional
ornithologists now eagerly await the
Newsletter for Ornithologists acrossIndia,
and in several countries abroad. We are
confident of their faith in our comittment
and in the quality and content of future
issues. Their support is strong and will not
waver with the name change.

The third reason is that Indian Birds
does not clash with the title of any other
ornithological publication, asNews etter for
Ornithologists did. It also rests easy on the
tongue.

InIndian Birdswewill publish, likewe
did in Newsletter for Ornithologists, notes
and articles on the birds of South Asiaand
Tibet. There could be an ocassional piece
fromfurther afield, such asAshish Kothari's
in this issue, for the charm of feathered
denizens spans continents. Articles of a
popular nature, which make the science of
ornithology and the art of birdwatching

interesting and easily comprehensible, are
encouraged. We would like our readers to
tell us what they want to see published in
Indian Birds.

We believe that art enhances text and
request readersto send line-drawings and /
or colour paintings that can be used in the
body of the publication and on its cover.

The Foundation will now have a
permanent website. On this, besides some
standard features, like subscription form,
guidelines to authors, checklist of Indian
birds, etc., we plan to upload photographs
relevant to articles in Indian Birds. Issues
of Indian Birds will be archived on the
website.

| erred invol. 1 no. 5 of Newsletter for
Ornithologists (p. 65) when | credited
Lavkumar Khacher as having started the
Gujarati newsdletter Vihang. It was actually
started by Dr Bakul Trivedi and friends. Dr
Trivedi has been its editor since its
inception.

- Aasheesh Pittie

Nest re-use in White-bellied Shortwing Brachypteryx major in the Nilgiri hills, India

Senthilmurugan B., Ashfag Ahmed Zarrit and Asad R. Rahmani
1Bombay Natural History Society, Hornbill House, Salim Ali Chowk, Shaheed Baghat Singh Road, Mumbai 400023, India.

hite-bellied Shortwing Brachypteryx

major (Jerdon, 1841) isoneof thenine
Western Ghats endemics (Stattersfield et al.
1998) recorded from Upper NilgirisPlateau
(Zarri et d. 2002). Of the five Shortwing
species found in Indig, thisis the only one
distributed in the Western Ghats (Ali and
Ripley 1987). It has two sub species:
Brachypteryx major major (Jerdon, 1841)
and B. m. albiventris (Blanford, 1867), the
former being found in the hills of southern
Mysore (Bababudan, Brahmagiri and Nilgiri
hills) upto 2,200m, whilethelatter inwestern
Tamil Nadu and southern Kerala from the
Palni to the Ashambu hills (Ali and Ripley
1987). The White-bellied Shortwing is
classified as ‘ Vulnerable’ owing to habitat
loss and a possible declining population
(BirdLife International 2001). Itsdeclining
population could betheresult of habitat |0ss
and fragmentation (Robin and Sukumar
2002).

During the bird community study inthe
Nilgiri Upper Plateau between 2001-2004, we
recorded an interesting behaviour of White-
bellied Shortwing, perhaps undescribed
before. Two nests were located in the bank

Email: ashfaq_az@rediffmail.com

of aroad passing through a Wattle Acacia
mearnsii plantation at Avalanche (11°10'N,
76°26'E). Avalanche has recently been
identified asaglobally Important Bird Area
(IBA) (Islam and Rahmani 2004) and is a
Reserve Forest under the Nilgiris South
Forest Division.

Thefirst nest, recorded on 14.v. 2002,
wasplacedinasmall cavity dugintheroad
bank. The second, recorded on 20.vii.2002,
was placed under an over-arching roadside
rock. Nests mainly comprised of green moss
and some grass twigs. Both parents
performed nesting duties like incubation /
feeding nestlings (two each in both nests).
Every time a vehicle crossed the road, the
bird flew out of the nest and perched on
trees on the other side of the road. The
chicks from both the nests fledged
successfully. The nest remained intact till
thefollowing year.

Interestingly on 13.vii.2003 we
recorded that both the previousyear’s nests
had been re-occupied by two White-bellied
Shortwing pairs. There was very little
rearrangement doneto the older nests. Both
nests contained two eggs each again and

were actively guarded by the respective
pairs. It was not clear from our observation,
whether the pairs occupying the nestswere
the same that bred successfully in them, in
the previous year. Perhaps colour banding
of pairs can answer such questions, but the
observation is worth reporting, as this is
perhapsthe first record of nest-reusein the
White-bellied Shortwing.

Unlike hole-nesters, very few open
nesters reuse their nests (Clark and Mason
1985). Some of the North American open
nesters have been reported to reuse their
nests. There is also considerable variation
in the longevity of open nests built by
passerines. Some nests deteriorate during
and shortly after the breeding attempt
(Briskieand Sealy 1988), whereasothersmay
last for several years (Watts 1987).

Cavitt et al. (1999) suggested inthe case
of the Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum
that an old nest might benefit a nesting
population as aresource to reduce the time
spent in nest construction. The
accumulation of the old nest on the
territories of breeding birds has led to the
supposition that they may provide an
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adaptive function. Three hypotheses
proposed for the function of the old nest
include: (1) reuse and thus saving in time
and energy to breeding pairs, (2) protection
from search-strategy predators (Watts 1987),
and (3) their use as an indirect cue to the
nest site selection (Erckmann et al. 1990).
We recorded eight nests in the Wattle
plantations, a habitat apparently not scarce
inNilgiris. Apparently the nest material and
nest sitefor White-bellied Shortwing is not
at apremium. It would beinteresting to test
these hypotheses and understand the
adaptive significance of such behavior.
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In the footsteps of T. J. Roberts

Rishad Naorgji

Godrej Bhavan, 5" Floor, 4A Home Street, Fort, Mumbai 400001, India. Email: rnaoroji @bomS5.vsnl.net.in

safamily visit to Karachi was planned

for November 2004, | decided to use
the opportunity to observe raptors around
Karachi. | remembered T. J. Roberts’ article
in the Newsletter for Birdwatchers (2003)
and requested him for moreinformationvia
email. The area is semi-arid and | was
interested in comparing the avifauna of
Sindh with Saurashtra, Kutch and the desert
areas of Rajasthan. Well in advance of
leaving for Karachi | contacted Mr Babar
Ali, Mr Ali Hasnain and Dr Ejaz Ahmed from
WWF's Karachi office for details on good
raptor watching areas. The first eight days
were spent in Karachi as everything came
toastanddtill for the Eid holidays. Next week,
a the WWF office, we shortlisted three days
for raptor viewing. The first day would be
spent at Kirthar National Park from the
Karachi entrance. The second day wewould
follow in T. J. Roberts’ footsteps, covering
north-eastern areas of Sindh where he
observed twenty-three species of raptors
in one day during the 1970s. The third day
wewould explorethe north-western area of
Kirthar National Park. WWF kindly put their

Toyota 4-wheel drive at my disposal and
deputed a knowledgeable Conservation
Officer, Jahangeer Durranee, to accompany
me

Kirthar National Park lies in Sindh
Province, north of Karachi and west of the
IndusRiver. Itsareacomprises 1,192 square
miles of dry, arid landscapes with sparse,
hardy vegetation and imposing rocky
outcrops. Most spectacul ar isthe 3,000 feet
high Kirthar range of rocky hills ranging
into Baluchistan— home of the spectacular
Urial Ovisorientalisand Sindh Ibex Capra
ibex. In the plains of Kirthar, Chinkara
Gazella bennettii, Striped Hyena Hyaena
hyaena, Jackal Canisaureusand Desert Fox
Vulpes cana can be observed. Kirthar
National Park liesin the arid sub-tropical
scrub forest zone with very hot, dry
summersand frost-freewinters.

On 19.xi.2004 we visited Kirthar
National Park viathe easily accessible Khar
entrance, due north of Karachi. Raptors
seen: Fifteen Tawny Eagles Aquila rapax,
Short-toed Snake-Eagle Circaetusgallicus,
many Black Kites Milvus migrans with a

few being the northern wintering sub-
species lineatus, two Common Kestrel
Falco tinnunculus, one juvenile Cinereous
Vulture Aegypius monachus in fresh
plumage, and two to three juvenile Steppe
Eagles Aquila nipalensis. Some years ago
Bill Clark (pers. comm.) had seen ajuvenile
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos at Khar.

At Gadap village saw a Desert Fox
chased by two dogs belonging to local
herdsmen.

We were able to get very close to a
rather confiding Barbary Falcon Falco
peregrinus babylonicusintypical plumage:
pale, buffy-pink underparts with sparse
spotting on breast, barring restricted to
lower belly and thighs and diagnostic
reddish nape. Got asclose asfifteenfeet! In
the morning papers we had read that over a
hundred falcons had been confiscated and
released in Kirthar National Park. Thethree
Barbary Falcons we saw appeared to have
been from among those.

20.xi.2004: Following Tom Roberts
route. The next day to Thatta and Hadiero
viaHagji: Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus,
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Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus, Tawvny
Eagle. After Gharo, all marshy areas
mentioned by T. J. Roberts, have been built
up, destroying excellent habitat for waders
and marsh birds.

Turning left fromthemainroad for Halgi
we saw: Short-toed Snake-Eagle, two Marsh
Harriers, Booted Eagle Hieraaetus
pennatus, Black-shouldered Kite Elanus
caeruleus, Long-legged Buzzard (pale
morph) Buteo rufinus, Common Kestrel.

AtHalgji: 12 Booted Eagles, one Tawny
Eagle, two Marsh Harriers, two Greater
Spotted Eagles Aquila clanga, Brahminy
Kite, one Black-eared Kite M. m. lineatus
(typical individual), Pelicans (Pelecanidag),
Cormorants (Phalacrocoracidag).

Haleji appears to have degenerated
since Tom Roberts' days. Halgji wetlandis
aRamsar siteand very well known for birds.
However there appeared to be atotal lack of
management. The staff told usthey had not
been paid for six months. The Reception /
Interpretation centre is not maintained and
was in shambles. No designated authority
is in charge. Instead four different
departmentsareinvolved with the park, with
different agendas and priorities, hindering
proper management. These are: Sindh
Wildlife Department, I rrigation Department,
Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and,
Pakistan Steel Mill (which draws water
through a canal system to fill huge ponds).

Over and above this the surrounding
fishponds are draining off water. We were
told that fishing and poaching were rampant.
Wea sowitnessed illegal fishing. The bund
surrounding the wetland and its environs
up to 3km is disturbed and devoid of large
trees which are cut or lopped, reducing
perches for birds. Halgji wetland has great
potential but needs a farsighted
management policy, strict protection,
motivated staff and habitat restoration.

To Hadiero Lake: alarge brackishwater

|ake nestled between stony hills, not far from
Halgi. Three Tawny Eagles on power lines.

En route to Thattas Two White-eyed
Buzzard Butastur teesa. Before Thatta
Roberts saw a group of Gyps vultures. We
didn’'t see any.

Thattato Kalri (Kinjhar —local name):
Two Black-shouldered Kite, several Marsh
Harriers, and one White-eyed Buzzard.

21.xi1.2004: ToKirthar viasuper highway
entrance. Eight / nine Steppe Eaglejuveniles
near Dagai Hospital, three Tawny Eagleson
pylon, three Black-shouldered Kites, and
one Common Kestrel.

Nooriabad: Two Booted Eagles, two
adult Cinereous Vultures, five Steppe Eagles
— juvenileto third year plumage.

After Thanobulla Khan: Egyptian
Vulture Neophron percnopterus, two Long-
legged Buzzards, Black-shouldered Kite.

Park entrance: Black-shouldered Kite.

At Esar: Black-shouldered Kite, one
Steppe Eagle on way to Dadabhai. Not a
single Gyps sp. vulture was observed
throughout the three days of extensive
travelling.

Rapid development throughout Sindh
will eventually restrict wildlife and aso
raptors to protected areas. A network of
viably large protected areas needs to be
created comprising different habitatstypical
of Sindh e.g., semi-arid aress, thelargelakes,
desert, mangroves, wetlands, etc. These
areas should be scientifically managed and
local people sensitized (not marginalized).
Without the support of local people, no
conservation exercise can be successful.
More emphasis should be placed on public
awareness in rural areas. | was very
impressed with the work done at the Sea
Turtle Centre at Sandspit (see below).

WWF (Mr Hasnain and Jahangeer
Durranee) arranged avisit totheir SeaTurtle
Wetland Conservation Centre at Sandspit
on 23.xi.2004. The knowledgeable

conservation officer, Babar Hussain, took us
around the Centre, informing us the nature
of their educational and conservation work.
The laying beaches are protected night and
day. Two Green Turtles Chelonia mydas
(CliveRidley Lepidochdlysolivacea arevery
rare in these parts) were laying their last
cluster of eggs. We watched, captivated, as
the females meticulously covered the eggs
with sand, moving forwards three to four
times their body length before heading to
the sea, with intermittent rest stops. We saw
one emerging from the seato lay her eggs.
We released a few one to two day old
hatchlings in the sea. Holding these young
hatchlings and touching the adults as they
headed back to seawasalife experiencefor
me. Satellite tracking and tagging showed
that the same females could lay as much as
three times in adjacent areas on the same
beach. The carapace of onefemaewas100cm
and adults usually weigh 100-150kg. Main
threatsat Sandspit and Hawkes Bay are stray
dogs, which dig out the eggs, and the mania
for beach bungalows. The active laying
beachesare protected right up to the Makran
coast and beyond to the Sindh/ Baluchistan
coastal border. The Sindh Wildlife
Department hasitsown seaturtle programme
and co-ordination and communication with
NGOs like WWEF is vital for effective
protection of the Green Turtle. Thelifespan
of the Green Turtle is approximately one
hundred years, according to Babar Hussain,
and young mature to adultsin ten to fifteen
years before coming to shore to lay their
first clutch of eggs.

Thewetland conservation centreiswell
planned out with displays, lecture hall
(whereschool children of all agesand adults
are introduced to wetlands and turtle
conservation), and a visit to the beach to
observelaying turtles. Thelocal community
has been sensitized and wanton killing of
turtlesand disturbance has been minimized.
A schoolgirl who attended the sessions at
the centre found a Green Turtle being sold
in the Karachi market. When the vendor
refused to give it up she bought it and took
it to the Centre from where it was
subsequently released.

| plan to go back one day and survey
Kirthar and Baluchistan up to the Iran
border.

Reference
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Salvage, relocation and in-nest behaviour of Barn Owl Tyto alba chicks
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arn Owl Tyto alba (Scopoli, 1769) isa

widely distributed, resident, nocturnal
raptor in Indiaand is closely associated with
man and agriculture (Ali and Ripley 1969;
Marti etal. 1979; Kahilaet a. 1994 and Pande
et a. 2003). Its nests are found in tree
hollows, cliff crevices, un-used as well as
used buildings, temples, barns, ruins,
burrows, etc. (Nagrajan et al. 1998). Itsdiet
consists chiefly of rodents but birds,
reptiles and bats are also eaten (Ali and
Ripley 1969).

On 4.xi.2003, we came acrossan active
Barn Owl nestinthefalseceiling of anewly
constructed, un-occupied flat, on the third
floor of a building in Satara, Maharashtra
(17°41'N; 74°01' E). Duetothefowl smell from
dead rats brought by the owls, the nest was
found. The owners wanted the nest to be
removed immediately and demolition of the
fal se ceiling was undertaken. They however
agreed to the option of salvaging the very
noisy chicks, provided the procedure was
doneintwo days, sincethe house-warming
ceremony was due. We offered to help. Two
of the seven chicks had died during the
cleaning operation. We placed the
remaining five chicksin anest-box made of
acorrugated carton. On the first night, the
nest-box with chicks was placed on the
landing of the staircaseleading to theterrace
above. The parents located the chicks in
the nest-box and fed them. On the second
night, the nest-box was moved to theterrace
to a safe isolated corner. When the Barn
Owl parents began feeding their young at
this new site, we decided to study the
behavior and other aspect of the nestlings.
50 hours of observations at night were
planned from 18.xi.2003 to 6.xii.2003.
Observations of the nest were made from a
hide constructed on the terrace and anight-
vision camerawas used for better visibility.

Observations

Vocalisation: Fivenoisy chickswerepresent
in the nest-box from 6.xi.2003. The age
difference between the youngest and the
oldest was ten days, since Barn Owls lay
and hatch eggs asynchronously (Ali and
Ripley 1969). Thetwo chicksthat had died
earlier were the youngest that had just
fledged, and the eldest, that had suffered a
fall. The chicks screeched throughout the
night with a frequency of one screech per

two seconds, from 18:30hrsto 06:00hrs. The
duration of the screech was about two
seconds. The calls of the parents and the
chicks were different. The calling of the
chicks became feverish and loud when
parents approached the nest with or without
food. Different callswith variablefrequency,
intensity and pitch were uttered for different
occasions or situations: begging for food
(this was the routine call, perhaps a
continuous stimulus for parents to bring
food); on sighting parents; when parents
arrived with food; taking food from another
chick - arather infrequent incidence. When
al five chicks called simultaneously the
hissingwasvery irritating. Thisisthemajor
reason for conflict of the nesting Barn Owls
and man.

Activity: Thechicksspent 90% of their time
at one place in the nest and continuously
screeching. The remaining time was spent
either in preening or alopreening, especialy
the face and neck; dozing; changing
position every 45 minutes; eating, when
food was delivered. Chicks followed
approaching parents with gyrations of the
neck while extending and flexing the body.
Yawning was noticed after they fed. A brief
pause occurred in their screeching when
they dozed. Wing flapping was noted after
six weeksage.

Maleparent (smaller of thetwo parents,
thiswas confirmed by trapping and ringing
the parents after morphometry) stayed at
the nest only momentarily during the
transfer of prey to one of the chicks, which
did not appear to be random, but decided
by the parent. Prey was never dropped in
the nest. Interestingly, the chicks were not
fed inthe nest on the night of their fledging,
probably to induce them to get prey by
coming to another perch. Female stayed at
the nest even after prey transfer for aperiod
of up to 60 seconds. In the early stage of
nesting, femal e spent considerable time on
nest for feeding the chickspiecemedl. L ater,
after chicks started swallowing wholerats,
this time was reduced. As soon as any one
chick received the prey, one of theremaining
deprived chicks attacked the parent noisily
as if to force it to get new prey. Parents
brought prey held intalonsto the same perch
ontheterracewall, transferred it to the beak
and then flew to the nest. We recorded

rodents, bird (once), bat (once) and beetles
as prey items. Rodents were the main food
item. Chicks swallowed small rodents
(average weight 20gm.) in 30 seconds,
medium-sized rodents (average weight
45gm.) in 60 seconds and larger rodents
(average weight 110 gm.) in 300 seconds.
Rodentswere always swallowed head-first.
Very rarely was the prey eaten piecemeal.
Largerodentswere brought in adecapitated
condition by the parents. The rodents were
killed by tracheal compression without any
visibleexternal laceration except bruising on
the neck and frothing at the mouth of the
dead rodent. (A fact observed by us on
several occasions). Smaller rodentswerefed
to smaller chicks. When swallowing larger
rodents, which were as big as the chicks
themselves, the chicks briefly paused for
breath. A forced, laborious hissing was
heard during expiration and swallowing was
aided by jerks of the neck and jumping up
and down. Pellets were regurgitated the
following day around 16:00hrsto 18:00hrs.
Onepellet wasgected every 24 hours. Rarely
was a pellet gected after 36 to 48 hours.
Rodent bonesin fresh pellets were yellow-
tinged dueto bile stain and the pelletswere
covered with a slippery mucous coat. This
prevents the corrosive action of the acidic
pellet on the oesophageal mucosa and
facilitatesitsexpulsion (Duncan 2003).

Cannibalism: The youngest of the five
salvaged chicks died on 9.xii.2003. It was
eaten by two chicks from 23:00hrs till
17:30hrs. The skull, wingsand legswere not
eaten. Unsuccessful attempts of swallowing
the large skull were made by the chicks.
Feathers of thedevoured chick wereseenin
their pellets. The two chicks ate
approximately 200gm. of flesh of the dead
Barn Owl chick. In December 2003,
cannibalism was noted by usin Barn Owls
inanest at Wai, district Satara, Maharashtra,
about 40km north of Sataratown. It remains
unclear whether the chick that was eaten
died anatural death or if it waskilled by the
other chicks prior to eating. Aggressive
interactions amongst Barn Owl chicks are
rare. Food-snatching is rare and chicks are
very tolerant of one another.

Fledging: Two chicksfledged on 10.xii.2003
and one of these returned to the nest-box at
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dawn for a week, for roosting during the
day. Thethird chick fledged on 24.xii.2003
andthelast on 29.xii.2003. Thefledging age
was 45 to 47 days.

Conclusions

Threats to owls. Noisy behavior of the
chicks is a cause of annoyance to persons
in whose dwellingsthe nests are found. We
are aware of three recent instances (2003)
when people have harassed nesting Barn
Owls. At Belgaum, Karnataka, people
ruthlessly burned fivelive Barn Owl chicks
to death. The reasons given were ‘bad
omen’ and noise. At Pune, two Barn Owl
nests were located in buildings in urban
areas. The residents did not tolerate the
noisy chicks that screeched at night.
Crackers were exploded and kerosene
bombswere hurled at onenest. Thiscaused
chicks to fall, leading to premature
interruption of nesting activity. Transfer of
such chicks to an orphanage is a popular
method of rescue. However this deprives
the chicks of parenta care and they do not
learn the art of surviva in the wild. The
alternative methods of people education
and making them tolerant towards the
nesting owls or relocation of the chicks to
adjacent siteswherethe noiseisminimized
should always be tried, prior to the option
of orphanage care.

Authors have succeeded in the past in
both the options in respect of barn owls.
Education: We persuaded a family at
Kothrud, Pune, in whose building noisy
Barn Owl chickswerefoundin 1999. They
initially wanted the owls to be killed or
shifted. They however tolerated the noise
till the chicksfledged. They werethen shown
photographs of the nesting owls. People
were not even aware that chicks and not
adult owls call at night, and that it is their
way of telling parents that they want food
(Pande 2000).

Nest relocation: Wewould liketo stressthat
nest relocation, a systematic and step-by-
step transfer of chicksto another safer place
using a nest-box, should be tried before
taking them to an orphanage. This ensures
continued parental care to the growing
chicks. It givesthem an opportunity tolearn
from the parentsand later surviveinthewild.
If people remain un-cooperative and deny
any of the above rescue aternatives to the
nesting Barn Owls, the provisions of the
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
should be utilized, with the active
participation the Forest Department, to make
them seereason. Owlsface another danger,
from superstition. Man-made alternative of
an orphanage should be exploited as a last
resort, only when parents of the truly
orphaned birds are not traceable. It should
not be used in the presence of live, active
parents, just to quickly overcome a man-
made contingency. Nothing is more
worthwhile than giving the chance of
completefreedomto abirdin jeopardy than
merely allowing it to survivein confinement.
Though difficult toimplement, alternatives
doexist.
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Introduction
toliczka’s Bushchat Saxicola
macr or hyncha has been recorded from
Haryana at Ambala, November 1866
(Whistler 1915, specimen in BMNH); Rori
in Sirsa (erstwhile Hissar, then in Punjab),
March 1915 (Whistler 1915, specimen in

BMNH); Sahuwala (=Sohuwald) in Sirsa
(erstwhile Hissar), winter 1914 (Whistler
1915); 4) Bhutto (=Bhattu), December 1867
(specimenin BMNH); Sirsac1850 and 1878
(Hume 1878, specimenin BMNH); Lumbee
(=Lumba), Sirsa, November 1876 (specimen
in BMNH); Raniya in Sirsa (erstwhile

Hissar), November 1914 (Whistler 1915,
specimenin BMNH); Hansi, Hissar, c1878
(Hume 1878a); Sultanpur Nationa Park,
Gurgaon, 5.ii.2001-2.iv.2001 (Harvey).

We saw two of the mysterious
Stoliczka's Bushchats near Berwala in the
Hissar area on 25.i.2003. 500ha of un-
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cultivated and un-irrigated desert-like
habitat is till present in its original form,
possibly similar to what Whistler might have
witnessed about acentury ago. It waswarm
and we observed the birds from 14:00-
15:30hrs. Werrestricted ourselvesto a20ha
patch due to paucity of time.

Habitat

The habitat was a 500ha patch of typical
desert. 30% of it was covered intermittently
with bushes and herbs varying in height
from 0.25-1.50m, 70% was a gently
undulating open dry sandy stretch, broken
up here and there. No cultivation was done
hereand therefore, noirrigation. But ontwo
sides of its borders, mustard and wheat
fields surround the area. Of vegetation, we
were able to identify Acacia nilotica,
Calotropissp., Aerva pseudotomentosa and
Capparis deciduas. The sandy, loose soil
was bare of grass cover.

One of the birds, asub-adult male, was
coming into breeding plumage. He showed
adistinct white supercilium. Hisupperparts
appeared streaked due to his darkish head
and back. The wing panel had buff fringes.
He had dark ear-coverts and a white chin
and throat. The second bird also showed a
conspi cuous supercilium and looked similar
to the male but lacked dark ear-covertsand
its underparts were washed with rufous.
Both birds had a rufous rump. Though the
second bird looked likeafemale, illustrated
inGrimmett et d. (1998), acloseexamination
of its photograph in Urquhart (2002)
revealed that it was afirst-winter male.

The Stoliczka's Bushchat could be
confused with Common Stonechat Saxicola
torquata. But white chin and throat, clearly
visibly white supercilium, longer tail, and
bill should be enough to avoid any
confusion. Both birds appeared slimmer,
longer and livelier during foraging.

Behaviour

The behaviour of both birds was more or
less similar to what Rahmani (1996) had
observed. During our observations of 90
minutes, the first-winter male hunted
repeatedly. Usually, he would perch on any
metre-tall bush and from there, alight onthe
ground to catch and eat insects. But thrice,
we saw him on a three metre tall perch
(leafless babul tree) and fly up a further 3
metres, hover for a while (not more than
2sec.), catch the flying insect and return to
the sameperch or alower one. Herestricted
his perching and hunting forays to a 20m
long and 6-8m wide stretch. The sub-adult
male did not show muchinterest in catching
insectsintheair, but would frequently aight
on the ground to catch and eat an insect.
He was wary and hid behind a bush, or
entered thin and leafl ess bushes. The first-
winter male fed more actively than the sub-
adult. The sub-adult, after eating an insect,
wouldlook inthedirection of thefirst-winter
bird and vocalise with puffed white throat
feathers. We managed to hear hisfaint ‘ chai
chai’ call —audible upto 4-5m. Both birds
kept totheir individual ‘foraging areas’. No
other interaction was observed.

A male Desert Wheatear Oenanthe
deserti, in fine breeding plumage, moved
about in the ‘foraging territory’ of the sub-
adult bushchat, but we did not notice any
hostility between the two. However, while
on the ground, the sub-adult male would
occasionally inflate his white throat and
breast and sway allittle bit, even though no
other bird was seen nearby. No aggression
was noted between the two bushchats and
the wheatear.

Conclusion
This is largely an undisturbed area (no
agriculture) except for grazing (goats), and

does not seem to be under any imminent
threat. It is possible that more Stoliczka's
Bushchats exist in this area and breeding
may take place or might have occurred in
the past. Regular monitoring may spring a
few surprises for the ornithological
community, though during 2004 winter the
Species was not seen.
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e were travelling from Lalkuan

(Lucknow district, Uttar Pradesh) to
Kapkote (1,000m, Almora district,
Uttaranchal) in June 2004. The rains had
arrived and the vegetation all around wasa
glistening green. From timeto time, we saw
profusely flowering rose-coloured
Lagerstroemia indica; they looked
gorgeous. We do seeit flower in the plains

but never in such profusion aswedid in the
Hima ayan foothills.

Kapkoteisabout 24km from Bageshwar
onthebank of river Sargju. Itisaquiet little
village with anumber of low-forested hills.
The main thoroughfare here runs on a shelf
above the river and has many interesting
species of plants. Tilphar Cocculus
laurifoliuswas one of them. Itisacommon

evergreen shrub found almost everywhere.
There was one Kakri Pistacia integerrima
(Anacardiaceae) festooned with Aerides
multiflora (Orchidaceae), which bloomed en
masse. Of thefigs, Timul Ficus auriculata
wasquite common. Most of themwereladen
with ediblefigs.

Khinna Sapium insigne
(Euphorbiacesae) isquitecommonin Kapkote
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and a host plant for Aerides multiflora as
well. It isadeciduous tree but now in June
was sporting bright green foliage. It flowers
in January-March, whilethetreeisleafless.
Its fruit is a spike of numerous ovoid
capsulesonathick rachis. At Jainti (northern
West Bengal) we found, in late March, the
green pigeon feeding on them.

We had been to Kapkote before but did
not stay long enough to go round the place.
Thistime we stayed there for about aweek
and went further afield. Sri RgjendraK apkoti
whorunsan NGO (HEED = Hill Ecology &
Environment Development Society) hel ped
usinthis. Hetook usto Falda-Ason village
on aridgethat weliked very much. It had a
stream below it that had fish with bands
along the body and ajungle on the opposite
slope. It was pretty wild and the stream
added to its charm.

Here we came across a Kakri tree. We
found birds of many hues guzzling its fruit
(a drupe). Rathpath Ajuga bracteosa was
identified. Theother interesting treethat we
saw was Silang Osmanthus fragrans
(Oleaceae). Flower white or light yellow,
exquisitely fragrant. Sri Kapkoti saidit was
the only specimen he had seen in the area.
We came across some clumps of Ningal
Thamnocalamus falconeri.

It rained pretty heavily at Kapkote and
we started worrying about the next leg of
our journey. Would it be worthwhile going
to Mukteshwar (2,286m, Nainital district,
Uttaranchal)? What if it rained? We would
be stuck indoors. However, we noticed that
it usually rained in the evening or at night.
That decided for us. We would take a
chance. On the morning of the 23 we took

thebusto Bhowali (1,706m, Nainital district)
en route to Mukteshwar.

On arrival wefound that the last busto
Mukteshwar had left. We took a jeep to
Ramgarh (1,789m, Nainital district). We
decided to stay at Ramgarh because we
found Bhowali very crowded.

Ramgarh hasa Kumaon Mandal Vikas
Nigam tourist lodge where we stayed for
two nights. This was the apple-season and
there was much packing and shipping
activity visible. A 10-kg box of appleswas
sdlling for Rs 150.00.

There were a number of nests of
Common Swallow Hirundo rustica at
Ramgarh. One such nest was above the
entrance of agrocery. What amused uswas
the feeding sequence by the parents. The
adult bird flew inwithamorsel and putitin
themouth of Chick No. 1. Thenext timefood
was put in the mouth of Chick No. 2. Each
chick was treated at par with the other! In
another provisions storewefound anumber
of swallows perched on whatever therewas
to roost on, near the ceiling. Nobody
disturbed the birds, neither at the nest nor
at the perch. They wereindeed treated with
agreat deal of indulgence.

On theway to Mukteshwar we noticed
alily growing at many places. It could have
been “the orange-coloured lily, the round
hard seeds of which can be used as shot in
amuzzleloading gun” asmentioned by Jim
Corbett in Muktesar man-eater. We are not
sureif it was the Red-hot poker (Liliaceae)
Kniphofia sp. — flowers in dense terminal
racemes atop leafless stems. There was
another lily on the grounds of the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI)

hospital. We presumed it was the African
lily (Alliaceae) Agapanthus sp. Headbourne
Hybrid — flowers in rounded umbels (very
pretty).

At Ramgarh we had seen swallows
feeding chicks. Here we observed the
perseverance of a nesting Himalayan Pied
Woodpecker Dendrocopos himalayensis.
Onthe groundsof IVRI there was aWalnut
tree Juglans regia. Its fruit is a drupe with
an outer fleshy covering. The bird kept
hammering at the fruit until it reached the
kernel insidethe hard shell. It thenfilled its
beak with the pulp and fed the chick. This
went on for sometime. It wasintermittently
calling while feeding the chick and this
attracted our attention.

The place has excellent stands of oak,
especialy around Chauli Ki Jali. Besidesoak
there was Deodar Cedrus deodara, Kail
Pinus wallichiana, Katus Castanopsis
indica, Columbine Aquilegia pubiflora,
Darhaldi Berberisaristata, Pangar Aesculus
indica, and Roscoea purpurea, among
others.

We stayed three nights at Mukteshwar
KMV N dormitory, which fortunately, wasa
detached unit of the tourist lodge. This
saved us from the boisterous gang that had
taken over the entire lodge. We are grateful
to the staff. They ensured our comfort and
that we had our mealsin peace.

Whenever | see people making a
nuisance of themselves and defiling the
sanctity of a place like Mukteshwar | am
reminded of Noel Coward’s " Please do not
think that | criticize or cavil / At a genuine
urgeto roam/ But why oh why do thewrong
peopletravel / When right people stay back
at home?”

List of birds seen at Kapkote, Ramgarh and Mukteshwar from 18-28 June 2004
Legend: 1 = Kapkote (1,000m); 2 = Ramgarh (1,789m); 3= M ukteshwar (2,286m).

Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii 1
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 2
Black Kite Milvus migrans 1

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 1
Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis 1
ShikraAccipiter badius 1

Black Eagle I ctinaetus malayensis 2
Common Kestrel  Falcotinnunculus3
Black Francolin Francolinusfrancolinus12 3
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellusindicus 1
Blue Rock Pigeon Columbalivial2 3

Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis12 3

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis 1 2

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 1 2

Emerald Dove Chalcophapsindica 1
Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon Treron sphenura 2

Slaty-headed Parakeet Psittacula himalayana 2 3
Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala 1
Brainfever Bird Hierococcyx varius 1

Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus 2 3

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus2

Oriental Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus 2

Asian Koel Eudynanys scolopacea 1

Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides 1

Small BlueKingfisher Alcedo atthis 1

White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis 1

Greater Pied Kingfisher Megacerylelugubris 1

Lesser Pied Kingfisher Cerylerudis1

Great Barbet Megalaima virens1 2 3

Blue-throated Barbet Megalaima asiatica 1
Fulvous-breasted Pied Woodpecker Dendrocopos macei 3
Yellow-fronted Pied Woodpecker Dendrocopos mahrattensis 2 3
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Himalayan Pied Woodpecker Dendrocopos himalayensis 3
Little Scaly-bellied Green Woodpecker Picus xanthopygaeus 1
Black-naped Green Woodpecker Picuscanus12 3
Common Swallow Hirundo rustica12 3

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo smithii 12 3

Large Pied Wagtail Motacillamaderaspatensis 1

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus 1

Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotusleuconogenys12 3
Redvented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer 1 2

Black Bulbul Hypsipetesleucocephalus 12

Common loraAegithinatiphial23

Blue-headed Rock Thrush Monticola cinclorhynchus 2
Blue WhistlingThrush Myiophonus caeruleus1 2 3
Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis 1

Plumbeous Redstart Rhyacornis fuliginosus 1

Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata 1

Grey Bushchat Saxicolaferrea12 3

White-throated Laughingthrush Garrulax albogularis 3
Striated Laughingthrush Garrulax striatus 3

Streaked Laughingthrush Garrulax lineatus12 3
Red-headed L aughingthrush Garrulax erythrocephal us 2
Rusty-cheeked ScimitarBabbler Pomatorhinus erythrogenys2 3
Black-chinned Babbler Sachyrispyrrhops2

Red-winged Shrike Babbler Pteruthiusflaviscapis 3
Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata 2 3

Yellow-naped Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis 2

Brown Prinia Prinia cryniger 23

Franklin's Prinia Prinia hodgsonii 1

Common Tailor Bird Orthotomus sutorius 1 3

Western Crowned Warbler Phylloscopus occipitalis1 2
Grey-headed Flycatcher Warbler Seicercus xanthoschistos 12 3
Rufous-breasted Blue Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra 3

Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara 3
Grey-headed Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis 1
Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 1
White-throated Fantail Flycatcher Rhipidura albicollis1 2
Red-headed Tit Aegithalos concinnus 2 3
Spot-winged Crested Tit Parus melanolophus 3
Great Tit Parus major 1

Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus 2 3
Black-lored Yellow Tit Parus xanthogenys 1 3
White-tailed Nuthatch Stta himalayensis 1 2
Eurasian Tree Creeper Certhiafamiliaris 3
Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeumagile 3
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipictus 3
Purple Sunbird Nectariniaasiatica 1

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja 1

Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus 1 2
Crested Bunting Melophus lathami 1
Yellow-breasted Greenfinch Carduelis spinocides 2 3
White-browed Rosefinch Carpodacus thura 2
White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata 1

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 1 2

Cinnamon Tree Sparrow Passer rutilans12 3
Grey-headed Sterling Sturnus malabaricus 1
Brahminy Sterling Sturnus pagodarum 1
Common Myna Acridotherestristis12 3

Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus 1 2 3

Eurasian Golden Oriole Orilusorilus 1

Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus12 3

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus 2

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus 3
Black-headed Jay Garruluslanceolatus2 3
Red-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythrorhyncha 1

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula wester manni 2
Verditer Flycatcher Eumyiasthalassinal 2 3

Grey Treepie Dendrocitta formosae 1 2
Jungle Crow Corvus macrorhynchos 12 3

rely one test of loyalty in a reader of

he Newsletter is a willingness to read
articleswritten by the Futehally family about
Kihim. In my youth | have been guilty of
producing an annual essay on the Kihim
pond, and ensuring that it got into print.
That pond has remained in my imagination
as the archetypa Indian jheel — rich and
life-sustaining, and commemorated in our
collective memory by Rajasthani miniatures
as much as by medieval poetry. It was
covered with lotus-pads, and in the early
morning sun it sparkled withwhiteand pink;
here and there you picked out long-necked
white birds; alittle temple gleamed in one
corner. It wasof course asceneof ecological
co-existence — buffaloes waded peacefully,

1Shama Futehally passed away on the 1% of
December 2004. This previously unpublished
piece, writtenin April 2004, washer last on birds.

Another pond
ShamaFutehally?

carrying their Cattle Egrets about with them;
washerwomen washed; kingfishers and
cormorantsfished. So undisturbed asetting
was naturally a haven for birds. The lake
was dotted with Common Coot and Little
Grebe, jacanasand lapwings, with Common
Redshanks, Common Greenshanks and
Black-winged Stilts. It had its own private
L esser Pied Kingfisher, sitting atop its own
private pole. In winter, a half-hour on the
bank would show you Common and Cotton
Teal in the middle of the lake; Whistling-
Duck, both Lesser and Large, as | recall;
sometimes Northern Pintail, and once apair
of Spot-billed Duck. Occasionally flocks of
Little Stint swept across the surface in
miraculousformation.

That pond, alas, has now been leased
out by the panchayat for fishing, and all
has ended. The lotus has been ripped away
and the birds sent packing; and the surface

of thewater isasempty asablank television
screen.

Giventhisloss, weweremuch consoled
to find another bird-rich lakein thevicinity
of Kihim this April. It is astoundingly
locatedinthemiddleof Alibagtown. A small,
tarred road windsout behind themain cinema
hall, and to one side of this, tall bulrushes
screen a jheel. Here the lotus has been
allowed to spread over the lake, and stout
formations of Bhendi trees Thespesia
populnea rise out of the water. As we first
approached it we were greeted by the
flapping and squawking of Purple
Moorhens in different parts of the lake,
making enormous purple splotches in the
landscape. There were Common Moorhens
in equal numbers, and we saw one sitting
on arough straw nest among the bulrushes
very near the edge. We later saw another
gliding away with straw in its beak,
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presumably to make another nest.
Incidentally, thiswas April, and the Book of
Indian birds describes the nesting season
as June-September. |s the Book, a little
inaccurate, | wonder? (After all, there is
nothing to prevent one from behaving like
the boatman at Ranganthittoo, who is
supposed to have snubbed Dr Salim Ali for
hislack of knowledge of birds.)

With the jacanastoo, both specieswere
present in strength. The iridescent Bronze-
winged made ungainly landingson thelily-
pads, their long legs stuck out behind them;
the Pheasant-tailed, asalways, picked their
way over the pads as delicately as dancers.
There were one or two magnificent male
specimens of the latter in full plumage. At
another site | have noticed these jacanas
turning lotusleaves upside-down with their
beaks, to examine? scratch? eat from? the
underside. | did not see this happen here,
but another member of the party did.
Another revelation about this species was
to see, on athickly grassed part of the lake,
avirtual colony of juveniles, perhapstwenty
altogether, inasmall area.

There were other good things on the
grassy edge. White-breasted Waterhens
darted distractedly about. What seemed to
be a crake was startled out of a clump of

reeds by our approach, leaving us with an
impression of earth-brown barred with black.
Two egrets, one Large and one Median,
stood silently back-to-back. We spotted a
Chestnut Bittern among another clump of
reeds, well hidden in spite of its bright
chestnut colouring, enormous yellow bill
and beady yellow eye. | think that thisis
now, for reasons unknown, also called
Cinnamon Bittern. Rather carried away by
thebittern theme, | was prepared to discover
another bittern on the far bank, but this
turned out to be an Indian Pond-Heron in
breeding plumage. This plumage — red-
brown back and elegant crest-feathers —
makes it startlingly different from the dull
bird for whichwenormaly havesolittletime.
A sandpiper, beautifully spotted, with yellow
legs and a white eye-stripe, alowed us to
have a pleasant little argument about
whether it was the Wood or the Spotted. |
now find that the two are the same.

Finally, thewildfowl, whichwerelargely
inthe center, and the back of thelake. | was
glad to see plenty of the fat comforting
Common Coots, which awaysprovidealake
withanair of al’swell-with-the-world. Little
Grebes do the same, but here we saw only
oneor two, and that after some hard looking.
In the process, though, we discovered a

Darter. | suspect there were some Lesser
Whistling-Ducksin thedistance, their small
pinky-brown fronts distinctive, as |
remember from the days of the Kihim pond.
But the crowning glories of thisgroup were
the Garganey. Therewereoneor two drakes,
unmistakable with their handsome
chocolate-striped heads. They were
accompanied by many ducks that had an
indeterminate buff colouring and black
spots. We were in hopes that these might
turn out to be Common Teal and provide
one more speciesfor our list —but finally it
was clear that they were female Garganey,
partly because of their largish size, and partly
because they obediently followed the
actions of the male, as happens with other
creatures on this planet. The chief of these
actions consisted of ‘up-ending’, that
diverting performance which | have never
before been ableto observe so well. With a
rude suddenness, as if interrupting a
conversation, a duck disappears vertically
into thewater and remains so, itstail defying
the sky. Let us borrow from this creature a
little of its cheerful intrepidity, enough to
hope that its homeland will remain
untouched and unharmed.

wasin the car park, some hundred yards
from the entrance to Berwala Sanctuary
and thefirst bird | heard loud and clear was
the Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura. | was
enjoying the lingering resonance of that call
in my mind yet, when a startled Indian
Peafowl Pavo cristatus flew up in the air
with laboured wing-beats and hysterical
cackling until out of breath. As he leveled
in a powerful glide and passed overhead,
helooked unbelievably invincible. Now that
wasan exciting start (06:00hrs on 6.v.2004)
to atwo-hour morning walk.

The BerwalaBird Sanctuary (30°41' N,
76°41'E; 300m as.l.) is about 15km from
ChandigarhintheMorni Hills. It was created
in April 2003. At 250hait may well be the
smallest of all in the country. Along its
longest axis it is less than 4km and at the
widest a mere kilometer. But within this
compact space there is an amazing
abundance of birds, mammals, butterflies
and flora: taking the level trail through the

The day of the Indian Pitta
Lt Gen. Baljit Singh

House 219, Sector 16-A, Chandigarh 160015, India.

bed of aseasonal stream could resultinfour
hours of uninterrupted wildlife sightings.
During winter, you could spend the better
part of aday walking over game-trails, which
mostly follow the crests of ridges. Because
Berwala is at the junction of the Shivaliks
with the plains, it is a busy transition zone
for the annual to-and-fro altitudinal
movement of wildlife, synchronouswith the
seasons of the year.

| am lucky to be mostly accompanied
by Sada Ram, a wildlife Inspector, whose
store of jungle-lore is enviable. When we
came by several cow-dung pats, freshly
scattered by birds to pick food from, Sada
Ram, taking one glance at the disturbed
dung, pointed towards the thicket the birds
were sheltering in. And sure enough we put
up afew Red Junglefowl Gallusgallus. For
thefirst time, | saw two moulting cockerels.
There was none of the splendour of
colourful feathers or the strutting bearing
associated with the male of the species.

Instead, they weretwo gawky birdsin overall
dark grey stubble. Mr J. C. Danid of the
Bombay Natural History Society, who told
me of thislitmustest for the genetically pure
breed of the Red Junglefowl, would be glad
to read of this encounter. And of course, |
imparted some knowledge to Sada Ram!
On being persistently directed, | did
pick up the notes of afaint birdcall, entirely
new to me. We scanned but there were no
birds to be seen. Sada Ram was sure that
there were at least two Crimson Sunbirds
Aethopyga siparaja. Shortly, we saw one
onaeucalyptusbranch. Last year too, | had
seen them hereabouts and so | assume that
they perhaps breed at Berwala. Otherwise
these birds aught not to be here at their peak
nesting time. Aswewatched, callsof Indian
Pittas filled the background. May be, they
too breed here. Looking at another
eucalyptus cluster, there was a family of
Indian Treepies Dendrocitta vagabunda,
two adults and three juveniles, the size of
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babblers. Even though the chicks of birds
be grown up enough, they remain
conditioned to beg food, should parents be
in sight!

Prominent features of the topography
of the Shivaliks are the vertical mud cliffs,
mostly bare and smooth. Thereisoneinthe
middle of the sanctuary which last year had
some 180 active nests of Small Bee-eaters
Meropsorientalis. | would liketo know from
ornithologists why there was not a single
active nest this year? As we stared at the
desolate cliff face, we were cheered to see
several Crested Buntings Melophus
lathami. They were attracted to the trickle
of water oozing from the base of the cliff.
And there was one female of the species
whose mellow colours, the tidy crest and
dender body gave her adelicate presence. |
can bet my last Rupee that the male Grey
Bushchat Saxicola ferrea we saw next was
my fourth sighting on that same bush in the
last two years!

Ontheskylineof themud cliffs, we saw
four Gorals Naemorhedus goral [thelocals
conveniently cal them“Van bakri” (= Forest
goats)]. We should have seen many more.
But then we had also encountered two
packsof 6-10 village dogsthat have become
predators. A wildlife guard, attempting to
rescue a cornered young Sambar Cervus
unicolor the previous evening, was chased
away by the emboldened pack. | am told
that such packs are also playing havoc with

birds' nests on the ground and on bushes.
What good isthe Wildlife (Protection) Act
1972, if it can neither deter organised
poaching of wildlife nor beimplicit to permit
pragmatic management of sanctuaries
where predators are atering the prey-base
drastically?

While we watched one Common lora
Aegithina tiphia and one Lesser
Whitethroat Sylvia curruca, therewere more
pittas calling from close quarters. A Black
Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus flew down
and perched a few paces away. He carried
no evidence of the“diagnostic” whiterictal
spot. Sometimes | begin to doubt its
authenticity. In my experience (which is
strictly of an undisciplined amateur) you
come by this spot once on every 20 to 30
birds seen at random. There were two
persistent bird calls, which with the aid of
Kazmierczak’s book (maps and syllabised
calls), we thought belonged to Hodgson's
Scimitar Babbler Pomator hinus schisticeps
(?) and the Indian Plaintive Cuckoo
Cacomantis passerinus. Of the latter’s
identity there was just no doubt.

Thesanctuary’swildlife guards usethe
most innovative methods to create water
storage for birds and animals during these
bone-dry days of May-June. At one spot, a
hole had been excavated at the base of a
clay mound. It wasfull tothebrim. Herewas
the biggest spoor of Sambar | had ever seen.
And in stark contrast, onetiny foot print of

aPorcupine Hystrix sp., dong with thedrag-
mark of her quills. We were lucky to locate
the pugmark of aL eopard Panthera pardus
that alocal had directed us towards.

Near the car park there were three
Egyptian Vultures Neophron percnopterus,
all in the chocolate-brown plumage of the
juvenile. One Indian Roller Coracias
benghalensis flew overhead with his
monumental slow wing beats. We spotted a
Yellow-fronted Pied Woodpecker
Dendrocopos mahrattensis hammering
away at thetrunk of an‘ Amaltas’ in bloom.
Amidst thethick foliage of aJamun, afemale
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea sat so
concealed that for a long time she had us
guessing. | was truly sorry that so many
White-breasted Kingfishers Halcyon
smyrnensiswereall sitting out-of-jobinthis
parched landscape. Next we were drawn to
considerable bird activity as we neared
another small puddle of water. There were
at least twenty Yellow-throated Sparrows
Petronia xanthocollis. This was my first
sighting of this species here. At long last,
we saw the Lineated Barbet Megalaima
lineata |ooking all the more plump because
of a cloud of White-eyes Zosterops
pal pebrosusin hisclose proximity.

And then, one pittaflew across, thetwo
white moons on his wings in full display.
Time to go back home, refreshed in body
and soul.

Apt. 5 Shree Datta Krupa, 908 Deccan Gymkhana, Pune 411004, India. Email:

mongst many other things, Finns are

great at two pastimes: drinking coffee,
and birdwatching. It issaid that Finland has
the highest density of birdwatchers in the
world. | can well believe it, having spent
two weekstravelling with my wifefromthe
southern to the northern tip of the country
thissummer.

Our host, Mikko Pyhala, an
ambassador, birding freak, avid traveller, and
keen environmentalist all in one, drove us
from Helsinki in the south to Utsjoki in the
north, and then into the Norwegian
countryside up to the Arctic Ocean. On the
way we visited a host of protected areas,
including Linnansaari, Siikalahti, Koli, Kevo,
Oulanka, and Urho Kekkonen. Birding was
of course special at these sites, but it was
quite lively even outside, not least because

Birdingin Finland
Ashish Kothari

of the way in which café owners’ and
shopkeepers' eyes would light up when
they heard of our interest in birds. In the
protected areas, there were beautifully
designed interpretation facilitiesto guide us,
but at the road-side cafes and shops, the
informal tipswe got on nearby spotswhere
rarebirds could be seen, wereno lesshelpful.
It wastruly an amazing experiencetobeina
country whereliterally everyone seemedto
be in love with birds, or at least with
birdwatchers!

We saw atotal of 107 speciesin those
two weeks, counting the brief stint in
Norway (see list below). We covered
forested habitats (rather uniform, dominated
through the country by species of pine,
birch, and spruce), lakes (Finland has
1,88,000 of them, mostly quite shallow),

ashishkothari @vsnl.com

marshes and bogs (a considerable part of
Finland islow-lying, hence perennially wet),
gently rolling hillswith stunted tree growth
and grassy stretches, and the coast along
the Arctic Ocean. Thelast alsoincluded one
spectacular bird colony, with tens of
thousands of seabirds like gannets, various
gull species, puffins, and the like.

At Kuusamo, we were in for a special
treat. We met up with Hannu Hautala, the
country’s best-known nature photographer.
Big and burly, with abushy beard and kindly
eyes, Hannu reminded us of the naturalists
of the past, completely engrossed in their
passion. Heand hiswifelrmatook usbirding
to aforest patch near their house, in search
of theHawk Owil ...and sure enough after an
hour of trying, it was spotted. One image
that will remain forever etchedin my mind:
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Hannu standing just under thetree on which
the owl was sitting, the two looking at each
other with possibly equal levels of interest.
Another, that my wife Sunita never tires of
recounting, is when our host Mikko
expressed adesireto try and find the Little
Bunting, which he had never seen before.
Innotimeat all, Hannu had fished out aCD
player and two speakers, and played back
the calls of the bunting, and magically, a
pair of these birds appeared from nowhere
and gave us a clear sighting for a good 20
minutes!

Other highlights included the sighting
of a nesting Gyr Falcon, a bit into the
Norwegian side; agroup of Ptarmiganinthe
hilly Urho Kekkonen National Park; the
wonderfully graceful Whooping Swan;
nesting Osprey; the strikingly handsome
Snow Bunting and a chick of the Black
Woodpecker peeking out of atree hole.

Theextent to which Finnish birderscan

indulge their passion was brought hometo
us at a spot on way to Lemmenjoki. We'd
heard that a pair of American Black Duck
Anas rubripes had been seen here. This
speciesisavagrant to thispart of theworld,
soripplesof excitement had spread through
the country’shirders. When wereached the
spot, we found half adozen ornithologists
standing on the side of some water
purificationtrenches, all armedtotheir teeth
with Swarowski scopes, binoculars, field
guides, coffeeflasksand snacks. We stayed
an hour, but did not see the ducks. As we
bade farewell to the birders, they told us
they would wait the whole day in the hope
that the birds would show up, since they
had actually flown up from Helsinki just for
this!

One final episode that amused and
amazed us no end: somewhere near the
Arctic Circleinthe center of Finland, Mikko
went off the highway and turned into some

side lanes. He had heard that some birders
had seen the rare migrant Arctic Warbler
Phylloscopus borealis here. He even had
precise coordinates of where it may be. We
waited there for awhile, and sure enough,
heard it calling from a distance. We could
not sight it, but the call was adequate proof,
and so Mikko sent off a message to
someone. Within three minutes, he got a
message back on his mobile; a Finnish
birders' network was flashing the news of
the ‘hearing’ to all birdersin the country!

Indeed, for anyone going to Finland,
the best thing to do is to get in touch with
one of these networks. Check out the
Finnish Chapter of BirdLife International
(www.hirdlife.fi/eng). Useful information on
Finland’'s protected areas can be obtained
from its nature conservation agency
Metsahallitus (www.metsa.fi).

And don’t miss the coffee!

Birds seen on visit to Finland and Norway: 15-29 July 2004
(Compiled by Mikko Pyhalaand Ashish Kothari & arranged alphabetically)

Bittern (heard) Botaurus stellaris
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
Bullfinch Pyrrhulapyrrhula

Bunting, Lapland (heard) Calcariuslapponicus
Bunting, Little Emberiza pusilla
Bunting, Reed Emberiza schoeniclus
Bunting, Snow Plectrophenax nivalis
Buzzard, Common Buteo buteo
Buzzard, Rough-legged Buteo lagopus
Chaffinch Fingilla coelebs

Chiffchaff Phylloscopuscollybita
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Crane, Common Grus grus

Crow, Hooded Corvus corone cornix
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Dipper Cinclus cinclus

Diver, Red-throated Gavia stellata
Duck, Long-tailed Clangulahyemalis
Duck, Tufted Aythya fuligula

Eagle, White-tailed Haliaeetus alhicilla
Eider Somateria mollissma

Falcon, Gyr Falco rusticolus

Falcon, Peregrine Falco peregrinus
Fieldfare Turbuspilaris

Flycatcher, Pied Ficedula hypoleuca
Flycatcher, Spotted Muscicapa striata
Gannet Morus bassanus

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Goosander Mergus merganser

Goose, Bean Anser fabalis

Grebe, Great Crested Podiceps cristatus
Greenfinch Carduelischloris
Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Grosbeak, Pine Pinicola enucleator
Grouse, Black (heard) Tetrao tetrix

Guillemot, Black Cepphusgrylle
Guillemot, Uria aalge

Gull, Black-headed Larusridibundus
Gull, Common Larus canus

Gull, Great Black-backed Larus marinus
Gull, Herring Larus argentatus

Gull, Little Larus minutus

Harrier, Hen Circus cyaneus

Jay, Common Garrulus glandarius
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Kite, Black Milvus migrans

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

Lapwing, Northern Vanellus vanellus
MagpiePicapica

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Martin, Sand Ripariariparia

Merganser, Red-breasted Mergus serrator
Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Owl, Hawk Surnia ulula

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
Phalarope, Red-necked Phalaropus|obatus
Pheasant Phasianus colchius

Pigeon, Rock Columbalivia

Pigeon, Wood (heard) Columba palumbus
Pipit, Meadow Anthus pratensis

Pipit, Red-throated Anthus cervinus
Pipit, Tree (heard) Anthustrivialis
Plover, Golden Pluvialisapricaria
Plover, Ringed Charadriushiaticula
Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus

Puffin Fratelculaarctica

Raven Corvus corax

Razorbill Alcatorda

Redpoll Carduelis flammea

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Ruff Philomachus pugnax

Sandpiper, Common Actitis hypol eucus
Sandpiper, Green Tringa ochropus
Sandpiper, Wood Tringa glareola

Scoter, Velvet Melanitta fusca

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Shrike, Great Grey Lanius excubitor

Siskin Carduelis spinus

Skua, Arctic Sercorarius parasiticus

Snipe, Common (heard) Gallinago gallinago
Sparrow, House Passer domesticus

Stint, Temminck’s Calidristemminckii
Swallow, Barn Hirundo rustica

Swan, Whooping Cygnus cygnus

Swift, Common Apus apus

Teal, Common Anas crecca

Tern, Arctic Serna paradisaea

Thrush, Mistle Turdus viscivorus

Thrush, Redwing Turdusiliacus

Thrush, Song Turdus philomelos

Tit, Grey Parus major

Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Wagtail, White Motacillaalba

Wagtail, Yellow Motacillaflava

Warbler, Arctic (heard) Phylloscopus borealis
Warbler, Blyth's Reed Acrocephalus dumetorum
Warbler, Sedge Acrocephal us schoenobaenus
Warbler, Willow Phylloscopustrochilus
Waxwing, Common Bombycilla garrulus
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Woodpecker, Black Dryocopus martius
Woodpecker, Great Spotted Dendrocopos major
Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted Dendrocopos minor
Woodpecker, Three-toed Picoidestridactylus
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella



Indian Birds Vol. 1 No. 1 (January-February 2005)

13

Sighting of Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis at Gangapur Dam, Nashik District,

M ahar ashtra, India.
B. Raha!, N. Bhure, R. Sarda& |. Bob

113 Hemant Vihar, Vir Savarkar Nagar, Off Gangapur Road, Nashik, Maharashtra 422005, India.

he Black-necked Grebe Podiceps

nigricollis is a rare winter visitor to
western Maharashtra (Prasad 2004).
Kazmierczak (2000) maps its distribution
mainly from western India (Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Rajasthan), Pakistan, the lower
Himalaya ranges, Nepal, and the north-
eastern regions of India.

Gangapur Dam (Nashik district,
Maharashtra) is designated an Important
Bird Area (Islam & Rahmani 2004) as it
attracts a large number of migratory birds.
Some of the important species for
conservation, sighted here, include the
‘Vulnerable’ Lesser White-fronted Goose
Anser erythropus, Lesser Kestrel Falco
naumanni and Imperial Eagle Aquila
heliaca.

On5.iii.2004 we saw four Black-necked
Grebe at Gangapur Dam. They were gently
bobbing up and down in the deep water.
| dentification was easy as Mr Claudio, our
friend from Switzerland, had a spotting-
scope.

Prasad (2004) statesthat Black-necked
Grebes are rare winter visitors to western
Maharashtra and very few sightings have
been recorded from thisregion, thelast one
being at Mulshi, Punedistrict on 14.xi.1972
(Mahaba & Lamba1987).

Again on 8.i.2005 along with Mr Bob
Roberts(UK), wequickly identified 12 Black-
necked Grebes. The birds were near the
mainland. We even managed to get pictures.
This shows that these birds might winter
here moreregularly than has been recorded
up till now.
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Nidification and site fidelity of the Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax in

Chilika Lake, Orissa, India.
P. Sathiyaselvam

Field Sation, Chandraput, P.O. Barkul, District Khurda, Orissa 752030, India. Email: sathiyaselvam11@rediffmail.com

lack-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax

nycticorax is a common resident bird
speciesinIndia. Itisgregarious, crepuscul ar
and nocturnal in habits (Ali and Ripley
1983). This colonial breeding bird was
nesting in the Kalijai areain Chilika Lake
(19°28'N-19°54'N and 85%5' E-85°38'E),
Orissa, in September and October 2002. 195
nests were recorded in adensely vegetated
area dominated by Banyan Ficus
benghalensis, Peepal F. religiosa and Neem
Azhadirachta indica. In the same areathey
nested again during April-May 2003. 127
nests were recorded during this season.
Fledglings were recorded in most of these
nests around May. Within a period of six
months, this colony of Black-crowned
Night-Herons had successfully produced
two broods in the same heronry. It seems
that the species has a strong site-fidelity in
spite of dlight decrease in the number of

breeding pairsrecorded in April-May 2003.

Ali and Ripley (1983) described the
breeding season of the speciesas April-May
in Kashmir valley; June-July to September
in north Indiaand December to February in
south India. Most large birdsand almost al
non-passerines raise a single brood per
season, because the incubation period and
duration of parental carearegenerally longer
inlarger birds, leaving themlittletime, if any,
for a second brood (Lack 1968). Even
though we have records of Barn Owls
(Bunn, et al 1982), Bronze-winged Jacanas
(Toothe 1903) and Short-eared Owls
(Witherby, et a 1952) rearing two broods,
no such information exists for Black-
crowned Night-Heron. This note records
two successful broods for the species, in
themonths of September-October and April-

May.
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Decline of vulturesin Sriharikota, Nellore District, Andhra Pradesh, India

S. Sivakumar and Ranjit Manakadan

Bombay Natural History Society, Hornbill House, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road, Mumbai 400023, India.

ine species of vultures including five
Gyps species, Indian White-backed
Vulture Gyps bengalensis, Long-billed
VultureG. indicus, Slender-billed Vulture G.
tenuirostris, Himalayan Griffon G.
himalayensisand Eurasian Griffon G. fulvus
are found in India. The Gyps vultures, and
especially thefirst three species, havefaced
severe population declines in the past
decade. Prakash (1999) reported >95%
decline in the population of Indian White-
backed and Long-billed Vultures in
Keoladeo National Park, (Bharatpur,
Rajasthan), between 1988 and 1999. Thiswas
thefirst alarm call of thecrisisinthecountry.
Both these speciesweretill the early 1980s
common throughout the subcontinent
(except inthe southern-most states of India)
without any apparent threats to their
existence (Grub 1983; Grub et al. 1990).
However, with the recent declines, the
speciesaong with the Slender-billed VVulture
are now classified as “Critically
Endangered” (BirdLifeInternational 2001).
Prakash (1999) evaluated the possible
causes for the vulture decline such as
availability of food, nesting habitat,
chemical contamination and disease, and
concluded that disease and chemical
contamination were the most likely causes
(Prakash 1999; Prakash et a. 2003). However,
recently, Diclofenac, thedrug givento cattle,
has been cited as the primary cause of
vulture mortality in Pakistan (Oaks et al.
2003). In recent years, awareness of the
vulture crisis has spread among wildlife
researchersand birdwatchersin the country
(Khalid et a. 2001; Sundar 2002). Inthisnote
we report on the decline of vultures in
Sriharikotalsland and its environs.
Sriharikota is a spindle shaped island
(c181km?), Situated largely in Nelloredistrict
of Andhra Pradesh, bounded on the east
by the Bay of Bengal and on thewest, north
and south by Pulicat Lake. The Island is
acknowledged to have one of the last
remaining, largest and best-preserved, patch
of Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest in India.
Between 1969 and 1972, theldand wastaken
over by the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) after evacuating the
villagers, to set up India’s spaceport. At
present, other than the establishments and
residential zonesinthe Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, SHAR (SDSC, SHAR), most of the

areaisunder forest cover and well protected.

According to the BNHS (Rao 1998),
there were around 75 to 100 Indian White-
backed Vultureson the Island, and breeding
was observed regularly in the early 1990s.
Only the Indian White-backed Vulture is
reported from Sriharikota (Rao 1998, this
study), but aflock of 14 Long-billed Vultures
were sighted at a carcass on the mainland
near Sullurpet, 18km from Sriharikota in
November 2001. When we set-up our field
station to carry out an | SRO-funded project
on the faunal diversity of the Island during
the end of 2001, we used to occasionally
see about 15 to 20 Indian White-backed
Vulturesin and around Sriharikota. We also
located a nest in February 2002 on a 15m
high Tamarind tree. The nest was found
deserted during avisitin early Marchand a
broken eggshell was found below the tree.
We had seen apair of Jungle Crows Corvus
macrorhynchos disturbing the incubating
vulture on an earlier visit. Sightings of
vultures declined with the passing yearsand
since the second half of 2003 we have not
sighted any vultures in Sriharikota and
around Sullurpet. Carcasses of cattle now
lie largely uneaten, except by stray dogs.
Thus, it is evident that a decline in the
population of the Indian White-backed
Vulture has also taken place in the
Sriharikotaarea.

References

BirdLife International. 2001. Threatened
Birds of Asia: The BirdLife
International Red Data Book. Part A.
Vol. 1. 2vols. (SeriesEds.: CoLLAR, N.
J,A.V.Andreev, S. Chan, M. J. Crosby,
S. Subramanya, and J. A. Tobias.)
Cambridge, UK: BirdLifeInternational.

Grubh, R. B. 1983. The status of vulturesin
the Indian subcontinent, 107-112. In:
Vulture Biology and Management (Eds.
S.R. Wilbur & J. A. Jackson), University
of CaliforniaPress, Berkeley.

Grubh, R. B., G. Narayanan, and S. M.
Satheesan. 1990. Conservation of
vulturesin (developing) India, 360-363.
In: Conservation in Developing
Countries (Eds. J.C. Daniel & J. S.
Serrao). Bombay Natural History
Society / Oxford University Press,
Bombay. Pp. 360-363.

Khalid, M. A., P. Sethi, K. K. Mohapatraand
D.D. B. Rao. 2001. Vulturesightingsin
the Shivalik range of Punjab.
Newsl etter for Birdwatchers41(6): 81.

Oaks, J. L., M. Gilbert, M. Z. Virani, R. T.
Watson, C. U. Meteyer, B. A. Rideout,
H. L. Shivaprasad, S. Ahmed, M. J. I.
Chaudry, M. Arshad, S. Mahmood, A.
Ali and A. A. Khan. 2003. Vet drug
responsible for population decline of
White-backed Vultures in Pakistan.
Mistnet 4 (3& 4): 13-14.

Prakash, V. 1999. Status of vultures in
Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur,
Rajasthan with special reference to
population crash in Gyps species. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 96 (3): 365-378.

Prakash, V., D. J. Pain, A. A. Cunningham, P.
F. Donald, N. Prakash, A. Verma, R.
Gargi, S. Sivakumar and A. R. Rahmani.
2003. Catastrophic collapse of Indian
White-backed Gyps bengalensis and
Long-billed Gyps indicus vulture
populations. Biological Conservation
109: 381-390.

Rahmani, A. R., R. Manakadan and S.
Sivakumar. 2003. An ecological account
of the faunal diversity of Sriharikota
Island and its environs. First Annual
Report. Bombay Natural History
Society, Mumbai.

Rao, P. 1998. The bird communities of the
Tropical Dry Evergreen Forests of
Sriharikota. Ph.D. Thesis. University of
Bombay, Bombay. 176pp.

Sundar, K. S. Gopi. 2002. Status of vultures
in Etawah and Manipuri districts, Uttar
Pradesh, India. Newsletter for

Birdwatchers42(6): 116-117.




Indian Birds Vol. 1 No. 1 (January-February 2005)

15

Brood protection by Greater Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis

daipur, the city of lakes, has nullahs

that drain the excesswater of thelakes.
Our houseis situated near one such nullah,
which drains the excess water of Pichola
L ake and Fateh Sagar. Nowadaysthisnullah
carriesmore sewage than water. | have been
watching aquatic birds and waders in this
nullah for several years.

On 13.ix.2003 | waswatching aGreater
Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis

RazaH. Tehsin

106, Panchwati, Udaipur 313004, Rajasthan, India.

skulking at the edge of the water, using
every bit of cover. Two chicks were
following it in the same manner. It
approached a small bush just near the
water’sedgewhen aferal pig waded towards
it from the opposite bank. The adult froze.
Both the young birds cametowardsitslegs,
one on the right side and another on the
left. The parent opened its wings partialy
and sat on the ground, retracting them. It

then stood up slowly, lifting both the chicks
under its wings and froze in that position.
Thedangling legs of the chickswereclearly
visible through field glasses. The pig
crossed the nullah and passed within four
feet of the bush without noticing the snipe.
When the pig had moved on, the snipe
deposited both the chicks on the ground
and moved towards the safety of dense
bushes.

Pied Tit Parus nuchalisin Pali District, Rajasthan, India
RazaH. Tehsin, Saadat H. Tehsin and Hasnain Tehsin

rom 28.v.2004-5.vi.2004 we toured
extensively in Pali District, Rajasthan. Most
of our exploration wasin Kumbhalgarh Wildlife
Sanctuary and adjacent areas. Thisisasemi-arid
region and geological formations consist mostly
of acidic volcanicrocks. Theareaiscovered with
thick thorny undergrowth and is strewn with
huge boulders.
During thistour we spotted eight pairs

106, Panchwati, Udaipur 313004, Rajasthan, India.

of the endemic and ‘Vulnerable’ Pied Tit
Parus nuchalis. We were able to take
photographs of some of the birds and also
filmthem. Givenits*Vulnerable' status, we
feel that every sighting should be recorded.

On 28.v.2004 one pair was observed
near a waterhole at Maalgarh-ki-Chowki,
whichisnear the famous Ranakpur temple.

On 31.v.2004, three pairswere observed from
10:00-11:45hrs near Jobha village. On
4.vi.2004, two pairs were observed from
10:30-14:00hrs at a waterhole constructed
by the forest department near the Sumer
Forest rest house. On 29.vi.2004 (11:30-
12:00hrs), two pairs were observed at the
waterhole near thetemple at Sumer.

Fea’'s Thrush Turdus feae (Salvadori, 1887) at Lava, West Bengal, India.

Anand Prasad

Middlewood, Roeburndale West, Lancaster LA2 9LL, U.K. Email: swamianandprasad@yahoo.com

3.v.1999 | washirdingin an areaabout

4km from Lava, West Bengal on the
road that goes down to Kalimpong, at
roughly 2,000m a.s.l. At this spot thereisa
semi-open areawith two hairpin bends. Here
there were many Striated Bulbuls
Pycnonotus striatus, a White-throated
Bulbul Alophoixus flaveolus and a Rufous-
bellied Bulbul (Mountain Bulbul) Ixos
mcclellandii (previously named Hypsipetes
mcclellandii). Looking for more views of
these species, whilst cutting through the
shortcut path at the top hairpin through
somebushes, | flushed some White-collared
Blackbirds Turdus albocinctus feeding low
down. Suddenly | also flushed another
smaller thrush-sized bird, which flew to a
low perch closeby. | had enough timeto get
my binoculars on it and to see it was an
unknown bird to me. Luckily whenit flew, it
was only to atree about 25m away whereit
sat still long enough for me to have good
viewsand to take notesand make adrawing

whileit wasright there.

Thebird wasjudging by shapeand jizz
an obvious Turdus-likethrush. Themarkings
except around theeyeareawerevery smple.
The upper-partsincluding the whole of the
closed wing, the nape, ear coverts and
upper-tail wereauniform olive-brown except
the crown, which wasdlightly morereddish.
The wings had no obvious wing bar. The
under-parts including the flanks, chin and
throat wereauniformlight grey. Wherethese
two col ours met around the neck-sidesthey
were blended with no strong contrast.

The facial pattern was however,
striking. The lores were very dark,
contrasting with a clear white full
supercilium, which extended from the bill to
therear of the eyeand curved down dlightly
around the ear coverts. Below theeyewasa
half-moon eye crescent, which continued
unbrokeninalinetothebill and so, enclosed
thedark loresareawith white.

The bill and legs were a nondescript

dull colour. Other features noted were the
small size compared to White-collared
Blackbird, a broad tail and afairly pointed
bill.

All these features were noted from the
perched bird. | had poor flight views.

The bird was seen at about 15:30hrsin
very changeable conditions; drizzle very
quickly followed by sun, and alight breeze.
Wesather had been likethisfor at least aweek.
The habitat was deciduous. The area was
surrounded with large trees but the bird was
actually feeding in or beneath bushes, which
were also on the edge of a clearing. This
was right beside a steep ravine.

Onreturning to Lavato study Grimmett,
eta. (1998) | could seethat the distinctive
head pattern around the dark lores was a
feature of only two thrush species, Fea's
Thrush Turdusfeae and Eyebrowed Thrush
Turdus obscurus. Very clear views of the
light grey flankswere obtained, furthermore
the uniform olivey brown upper-parts with
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the more reddish crown eliminate the
possibility of Eyebrowed Thrush,
confirming theidentity of the Lavabirdasa
male Fea's Thrush. Thewhitethroat pattern
and white central belly shown in the
illugtration by Harrisin Grimmett, et a. (1998)
was not noted in the Lavabird although the
bird was seen only from the side-view.

Fea's Thrush is a globally threatened
species classified as Vulnerable ‘ because it
hasasmall, declining population asaresult
of deforestation in its breeding and
wintering grounds,’ (BirdLife International
2001). Thereare very few recent published
recordsfrom India. Thisrecordisafirst for
West Bengal and represents an expansion
of the wintering range westwards in the
subcontinent. Lava is in my opinion fast
becoming degraded, by excessive logging
and by herdsmen with their cattle.

Theupdated notein Ali & Ripley (1996)
mentions records from Nepal and Point
CalimereandtheNilgiris, Tamil Nadu, south
India but these are errors, | can find no
reference for these records and there is no
mention of them in Grimmett, et a. (1998)
and Inskipp & Inskipp (1991).

Here should be the drawing but too file
became too hig to send, see separate photo
and insert here.
Drawing of field-sketch of Fea's Thrush
(Grey-sided Thrush), Lava, showing pattern
around the eye.

Previousrecor dsfrom I ndian subcontinent
(extracts from BirdLife International
2001).
Assam Hemeo peak (sometimes mispelled
“HemesPeak™), North Cachar hills, pre-1873
[Godwin-Austen 1876, Hume 1888, specimen
in Natural History Museum (BMNH)].
M eghalaya Mawiyngkhung
(Mawryngkneng), Khasia hills, November
1951 [female in Field Museum of Natural
History (FMNH)], December 1953 (malein
FMNH); Shillong, October 1877 [Hume 1888,
two specimens in BMNH (three listed by
Whistler (Undated)]; Cherrapunji, undated
(Hume1888).
Nagaland regular in the Naga hills, winter
1872-1873, with onecollected at 3,050 mon
Japvo peak, January 1873 (Godwin-Austen
1874, Hume 1888).
Manipur eastern hills of Manipur, near the
region of Phalel, three specimenslisted from
pre-1881 (Hume 1888), although no
specimens traced.

There are unconfirmed reports from

Dumpep, Shillong, Cherrapunji and
unspecified localitiesin the Khasia hills of
Meghalaya, based upon 16 clutches taken
in 1900-1930 that are stored in BMNH).
Bakers (1894-1907) records from Assam at
Hungrum (Hungroom), North Cachar, 1,900
m. are now considered suspect. Reports of
breedingin Indiaand Myanmar (Baker 1907,
1922-1930, Wickham 1929-1930) are also
highly suspect.
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Nesting of Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus in Kerala

P K. Ravindran

Vallissery, P.O. Avinissery, Thrissur 680313, Kerala, India.

he Common Moorhen Gallinula

chloropus is considered arare bird in
Kerala. Ali (1969) did not record the nesting
of the Common Moorhen from Kerala.
Fergusson and Bourdillon (1904) stated that
it wasuncommon in Travancore.

On 1.vi.2003, around 15:30hrs, | was
birdwatching at Enamavu Kolewetlandsin
Thrissur District, Kerala. There | observed
a nest of the Common Moorhen in a
waterlogged, reed-covered part of the
swamp. The nest was at |east 10-15m away
from the bund. It was a mass of aquatic
plants placed on a small heap of mud and
sodden aquatic vegetation a few inches
abovethewater level.

A Common Moorhen was incubating
on the nest when | approached the spot. Its

mate was always seen feeding and / or
swimming quite near the nest. Sometimes
the mate carried nesting material and just
dumped it on the nesting site. The
incubating bird always glanced behind when
its mate deposited the nesting material.

Once the mate uttered a rather high
pitched double call note, “kek-kek”.

On 8.vi.2003 (the monsoon had not
commenced), | went to look for the nest.
Thebirdinthe nest wasaclosesitter. It left
the nest only when | stood near it. After a
few minutes the bird returned to the nest
and resumed incubation. The bird always
re-arranged all the eggswith itsbeak before
sitting on them. Thus, | had a number of
glimpses of the eggs through binoculars.
The eggswereof adull whitish or pale stone

colour, with small blotches of dark reddish-
brown all over. The incubating bird
frequently jerked itstail while it sat in the
nest.

It seemed that both parents incubated.
Once | saw the birds exchanging places to
incubate.
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Recoveries from Newdetter for Birdwatchers — 5.

Zafar Futehally
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I started thisserieson ‘ Recoveries' togive
readers an idea about how and why the
Newsletter for Birdwatcherswas started in
December 1960, thetypeof articlesinitially
received, thelimited interest in birdwatching
at thetime, the dependencefor articleson a
few stalwarts, themainstaysbeing Salim Ali
and S. K. Lavkumar. Joseph George, Capt.
N. S. Tyabji and afew others, helpedto give
theinitial push. Slowly, very dowly thecircle
widened.

It would help me to proceed with this
seriesif readerswould let me know whether
the sort of reporting | have done — quoting
from articlesand comments chronologically
is of interest, or is this progress too slow
and boring to the modern well-informed
reader. If so, | could leap frog over theyears
and reproduce only sections of the more
noteworthy contributions.

It isinteresting to note how seemingly
minor itemsled to significant resultsin the
study of bird migration. Thetwo innovations
which proved indispensable were the
numbered aluminium rings with the legend
“inform BNHS" supplied by Sweden, and
the mist nets sent from Japan. In his
autobiography (p. 65), Salim Ali says,
“...after using them (mist nets) in the last
few years, | am convinced that no field
collecting can be regarded as thorough

where mist nets have not been employed to
supplement shooting and visual
observation. The unsuspected presence of
many shy and skulking birds of dense
shrubbery, specially of tropical jungle, asin
the East Himalayan foothills, has revealed
only when they fall into nest suitably
deployed...” He continues to say that the
lack of theseearlier, “ have somewhat shaken
my confidence in the comprehensiveness
of my collecting (e.g., Hyderabad Survey)
beforethat time.”

For the June 1961 issue, Salim Ali wrote
on Bird Migration Study in India. | quote
him at some length because though some
sporadic ringing of birds had been done in
the past, the effort wastoo limited to come
to any definite conclusions.

“...Organised bird ringing and the
study of migration began for the first time
about two years ago. The opportunity to
do so came as an unexpected windfall. The
discovery that the virus of the Kyasanur
Forest Disease of Mysore was amember of
agroup of viruses whose known focus was
in parts of the U.S.S.R., suggested that its
presence in India may have something to
dowiththemigratory birdscoming from that
area. Thusthe W.H.O. becameinterested in
investigating the problem, and made a
monetary grant to the Bombay Natural

History Society for conducting the
necessary fieldwork. The Virus Research
Centre in Poona, maintained jointly by the
Indian Council of Medical Research andthe
Rockefeller Foundation, which is directly
interested in the KFD problem, was expected
to cooperate in the project from the
virological angle.

“Thefirst field session, held in Kutch
inautumn of 1955, wasmorein the nature of
atraining camp. Dr A. Schifferli, Director of
the SwissBird Migration Centreat Sempach,
wasinvited to...train local personnel inthe
use of Japanese mist nets and in the
techniques employed in modern bird
migration study. The VRC, Poona, deputed
some of their technicians to work with the
BNHS field party in order to collect ticks
and other relevant data from the netted
birds...

“Since the session of September 1960,
there have been three morefield sessionin
Kutch and Saurashtra, of 3 or 4 weeks
duration each —in March 1960, September
1960, and March 1961. Inthesefour sessions
over 7,500 birdswere caught and ringed, of
which about 20% were migrant, the rest
resident. From the viewpoint of the study
of bird movements, the ringing of even the
so-called ‘resident’ birds is not without
importance. Many resident birds are subject
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to seasonal movementsinvolving hundreds
of mileswithin the country, about which we
know practically nothing. The ringing of
these birds on alarge scale should provide
useful data concerning their local
migrations, as well as about other facets of
their biology which cannot be studied
without individual recognition of the birds.
The catches, moreover, provided the VRC
investigators with opportunities of
examining large samples of resident birds,
in addition to the migrants, and of obtaining
useful data on tick infestation and the
problem of dissemination of arthropod-
borne viruses through bird agency...”

The next piece, by K. S. Lavkumar,
described a swallow roost (Common and
Wire-tailed Swallows, Sand Martins) near
Rajkot. Apparently here the mist nets were
not too successful, and Lavkumar writes:
“Wetried using mist netsin what appeared
to be a truly ingenious manner but caught

only six birds and even these amost got
away. It was all very disappointing but we
did learn the limitations of mist nets in
trapping birds. The swallows are close
roosters and do not fly off easily. They have
to be aimost shoved off their niches. We
hopetherefore, to try out amodified Butterfly
Net Trap in scooping the sleeping birds up
forringing.”

Justice S. G. Patwardhan and his wife
reported seeing amassive migration of Rosy
Pastors on the evening of 17 March 1961.
The birds were coming from the East and
going towards the West. They came in
batches and the flow was intermittent. The
procession wasfirst noticed at 19:15hrsand
continued for about half an hour. They were
sure that the number exceeded several
thousands.

In the ‘Notes and comments’ section
there was a discussion about standardising
Hindi and English names of birds. With

regard to the English names, the following

was proposed:

1 When the name is a compound of two
bird names, capitalise both with a
hyphen between thus. Crow-Pheasant,
Bustard-Quail, Hawk-Eagle and Tit-
Babbler.

2 When the first half of the name is
descriptive of the bird or its habits or
habitat, capitalise both without the
hyphen thus: Bush Quail, Rock Sparrow,
Leaf Warbler, and House Crow.

3. Except where convention is established
otherwise, thus: Junglefowl, Spurfowl,
and Sandgrouse.

| seethat the BNHS continuesto follow
this practice, but in other books there are
other patterns. The recent practice of using
thelower casefor common names seemsto
be aconvenient oneif it isfollowed by the
scientific name.

Birdsof Nashik. By: B. Raha, N. Bhure, and
D. Ugaonkar. (Eds.) 2004. Nashik: Nature
Conservation Society of Nashik. Paperback.
(10.5x19.0cm, withillus. cover), pp. 1-24, 10
col. photos (cover by; Uddhav Thackeray.
Others by; B. Raha), 1 map (fold., back
endpapers). Price: Not mentioned.

Contents: Imprint (fold-out, front
endpapers); Foreword (front endpapers, by;
Asad R. Rahmani); About us(p. 1); Mission
(p. 1); Ongoing activities(p. 2); Introduction
(pp. 3-5); Checklist of the birds of Nashik
(pp. 6-23); Bird observation notes (pp. 22-
24).

A checklist of 325 species found in
Nashik District, Maharashtra, India, with
abbreviated annotations. Thelistisarranged
intabular format. Various columns givethe
following information: English, scientific,
and Marathi names, size, frequency of
sighting (e.g. common, rare, &tc.), residential
status, direction of possible sighting with
Nashik town as centre (east of Nashik, etc.),
habitat in which the species is found and
plate numbers, from Grimmett, Inskipp and
Inskipp’s Pocket guide to the birds of the
Indian subcontinent, on which the species
is depicted. Threatened and Near-
threatened species are marked before their
English names with ared or black asterisk
respectively. Areas around Nashik, with
different types of habitats like grasslands,
waterbodies, forest, groves, are givenin a
tableonp. 5.

Reviews

Modern DNA-based studies are
revealing new relationshipsamong taxaand
authors of new workswould do well to keep
themselves updated on these, for changeis
the order of the day and old sequences,
names, relationships, etc., areinflux. A case
in point isthe entry “L esser Spotted-Eagle
Aquila pomarina” (p. 8). It is now widely
known that this taxon has been split and
the sedentary speciesin Indiaisthe Indian
Spotted Eagle Aquila hastata. The authors
havelisted only those speciesthat they have
themselves seen on their birding trips (Raha,
pers. comm.). No historical dataisincluded,
which could have resulted in at least some
speciesbeing left out. The authors have got
the sequence of the Sylviinae (p. 18) mixed
up. These are minor blemishes that can be
easily cleared inthenext edition. Theauthors
need to be complimented for creating and
publishing this checklist, a database for
future work. Compiling and publishing
district checklistslikethe one under review
should now be the priority for Indian
birdwatchers.

—Aasheesh Pittie

A checklist of the birds of Gujarat. By: B.
M. Parasharya, C. K. Borad, and D. N. Rank.
(Eds.) 2004. 1% ed. Gujarat: Bird Conservation
Saciety. Pbk. (28.5cmx 21.0cm), 2 pr. 1., pp.
1-27+1. Price: Rs 30/- (postage extra).
Contents: Title, imprint, contents
(preliminary leaves); Preface (p. 1, by; B.M.

Parasharya, C.K. Borad and D.N. Rank,
dated 16.ix.2004); Introduction (p. 2);
checklist (pp. 3-25); References (p. 26).

This is a bare checklist of 526 taxa
(species and sub-species) from the state of
Gujarat, India. Gujarati names and
abbreviated status of taxa are also given.

Thefollowing errorswere noted: Rallus
aquaticusislisted under Gruidaeinstead of
Rallidae (p. 8); “Phalaropidae” should be
‘Phalaropopidae’ (p. 10); Treron
pompadora is listed under Pteroclididae
instead of Columbidae (p. 12); “Broadbills:
Eurylaimidag” should read * Pittas: Pittidae’
(p. 15); several speciesunder Sylviinae and
Monarchinae are interchanged (p. 20);
“Sylvia blythi” should read Sylvia curruca
(p. 22); thefamily Paridaeis missing though
itsmembersarelisted under “ Turdinag” (p.
23). Theinclusion of Ardeola bacchus (p.
3) seems to be an error, for most records
from Indiaarefrom the north-east.

For a checklist, the size of this
publicationisabit odd for it cannot be taken
out conveniently into the field. These
glitches notwithstanding, the checklist isa
valuable addition to the literature of the
region.

—~Aasheesh Pittie
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BerwalaBird Sanctuary: A response
Mr Suresh C. Sharma’'s observations
[Newsletter for Ornithologists1 (6): 95] on
my article”BerwalaBird Safari” [ibid. 1 (5):
72-73] reminds me of a statement by Jm
Corbett, “In Nature there is no finality.” It
would be 50 years when | read it but it
surfaces to memory every time there is a
bird sighting out of the usual. For instance,
the Rufous-tailed Wheatear Oenanthe
xanthoprymna has awell-defined wintering
ground but thenin 1912 A. E. Jones spotted
oneat Sairee, near Shimla, hundreds of miles
father afield. Now Joneswasan ornithol ogist
of standing and so Salim Ali and Dillon
Ripley especially mention thissight-record
intheir book. In 2003, 90 years|ater, | spotted
one at Chandigarh. Not many would have
believed it. | was singularly lucky to have
photographed it and a scientist
authenticated the physical features in the
photograph and on the ground-site. Thefull
account of it with the photograh will appear
in afuture issue of thisjournal.

| had been hearing the Blue Whistling-
Thrush Myophonus caeruleus at the Zakir
Rose Garden in Chandigarh in December-
February between 1996-1999. | saw one at
last in 2002. Would anyone believe me?
Among thevarious books | looked through,
Whistler recorded one sighting from as far

Correspondence

south as Rohtak, which at that timewas part
of the Thar Desert! Luckily in March 2004, |
wasableto photographit inthe Rose Garden
and the corelation to ground-site was
verified by Mr Jakati, the Chief Wildlife
Warden of Haryana.

When Mr Jakati mentioned having
sighted a Eurasian Goldfinch Carduelis
carduelis on his lawn at Panchkula
(adjoining Chandigarh), Mr S. C. Sharma
looked in disbelief. Goldfinches have since
been seen more than once in the winter of
2003-2004 near the Vulture Rehabilitation
Centre at Pinjore, about 10km from
Panchkula. Mr Gurdial Singh who in his
earlier days had guidance from the late Lt
Gen. Sir Harold Williamsand B. B. Osmaston,
has once seen on his lawn at Chandigarh a
White-capped Redstart Chaimarrornis
leucocephalus! In 2002, | sighted two
Common Shelducksfor thefirst time at the
Sukhna Lake, Chandigarh. These are all
chancy occurences and may or may not be
experienced by al birdwatchers but that is
no reason to doubt those who happen to be
lucky in encountering such species.

Now coming specifically tomy article: |
have seen every bird mentioned in my text
as surely as day follows night. Where
cuckoos are concerned there is a typing
error, i.e., “Hawk” was displaced by

“Lesser”. And the next three lines wee
altogether missed in the typing, which
describe the sighting of one L esser Cuckoo
and also that such solitary records are
shown by Kazmierczak and Grimmett, et al.,
in their books. The Indian Cuckoo is heard
without fail even at Panchkula and
Chandigarh, which arelower than Berwala.
Thereisjust no doubt about it.

Mr Jakati and | were returning from a
walk in Berwala when we met Mr S. C.
Sharma and his two companions near the
“vertical mud cliff”. That iswhen Mr Sharma
showed us the two Wallcreepers
Tichodroma muraria and all of us believed
thisto bethe first sighting at Berwala even
though it may well have been sighted
regularly elsewhereintheMorni Hills. (The
same would also be true of most other
species figuring in the Berwala checklist.)
We even discussed whether the presence
of Wallcreepers would help in getting the
Important Bird Area status for Berwala.
Lastly, Mr Sharma had indeed provided a
checklist of 154 species (not 140), but |
stated 83 as the number observed by me.

The Berwala Bird Sanctuary was
officially inaugurated in early 2002. Since
then there have been several changesinthe
bureaucratic heirarchy. The Sanctuary is
showing signs of grave neglect. Its gazette
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notification remians unpublished. Mr S. C.
Sharmaand the Haryana-Delhi birdwatchers
should join hands before neglect becomes
away of life.

The happy newsisthat several Nature
Clubs visit the Sanctuary regularly. The
YadavindraPublic School (Chandigarh) boys
often camp there overnight and in March
they hope to spend awhole week out there.

Lt Gen. Baljit Singh

House 219, Sector 16-A, Chandigarh

160015, India.

AlbinoHouse Crow Corvussplendens
On 22.vi.2004 at 16:00hrswefound ajuvenile
albino House Crow Corvus splendens in
Barpeta town, Assam. It had fallen from a
mango Mangifera indica tree and was
caught by some people. It died a half hour
after we found it. Its death could have been
the result of injury due to wrong handling
by its captors. Interestingly, on 24.vi.1997,

asimilar bird wasfound inthislocality.
Dhritiman Das' & Satyjit Bayan
1Department of Zoology, Gauhati
University,
Jalukbari 781014, Assam.
[Editors note: The authors have sent usa

photograph of the albino crow.]

Further Noteon *Evidencefor an extension
of the breeding period of Red-rumped
Swallow Hirundodauricain India’.

With reference to my previous note on the
breeding period of Red-rumped Swallow
Hirundo dauricain Goa(Prasad 2004), there
have been some recent taxonomic
developments, which are of relevance. The
Sri Lanka race of Red-rumped Swallow
Hirundo daurica has now been awarded
full speciesstatus, Ceylon Swallow Hirundo
hyperythra (Rasmussen and Anderton, in
press) and therefore the breeding dates of
thedifferent formswarrants closer scrutiny.

Beforethe recent split of the Sri Lanka
form the nesting season of the Red-rumped
Swallow within Indiai.e. erythropygia, was
recorded asApril to August, varying locally
(Ali and Ripley 1983). The Sri Lankaform
hyperythra, which hasvery distinctive deep
chestnut underparts, was stated to breed
‘chiefly March to July, but occasionally in
September and from November to July
(Phillips),’ (Ali and Ripley 1983).

The birds seen collecting building
material in Goain October were obviously
of the Indian race, H. d. erythropygia and
therefore extend the known breeding period
of Red-rumped Swallow within Indiaby two

monthsfrom August to October, one month
longer than stated previoudy (Prasad 2004).
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John Gould’sCentury

Lt Gen. Baljit Singh’s review of Isabella
Tree's The Birdman — the extraordinary
story of John Gould (Newsletter for
Ornithologistsvoal. 1 no. 6, Nov.-Dec. 2004)
prompts meto writethis|etter. |sabellaTree
refersto the Zoological Society of London,
where Gould was working at the time, of
having acquired in 1830, “an unprecedented
collection of bird skinsfromtheHimalayas,”
which led to Gould bringing out his A
century of birds from the Himalaya
mountains.

She says that no one knows who made this
donation of bird skins to the Society. Two
years later, in 1832, the Society received
another collection of bird skinsfrom Nepal
belonging to, “a Mr B. H. Hodgson who
was then serving in the British army in
India”

Now, the all-too brief accounts | have
seen of the history of Indian ornithology
priorto A. O. Humerefer tothework of only
Hodgson as far as birds of the Himalayan
region are concerned. (Brian Houghton
Hodgson wasthe British Resident in Nepal
between 1820 and 1844.) Can any of your
readers throw light on who had made these
collectionsthat preceded Hodgson and how
they reached the Zoological Society of
Londonin 18307?

B. Vijayaraghavan
G-89, Anna Nager East, Chennai
600102.

[Editors note: Thesourceof the paintings
isstill not clear. McAllan and Bruce (2002.
Systematic noteson Asian birds. 27. Onthe
dates of publication of John Gould's “A
Century of Birds from the Himalaya
Mountains’. Zoologische Verhandelingen,
Leiden 340: 161-178), simply state,
“According to Vigors (1831), these
specimenswere apparently obtained during
arecent expeditionto India.”]

Editorial
| suggest you ensure that the editorial does
not become space for your own bird
watching experiences as indeed the Vol. 1
No. 6 one has. The editorial should be
reflecting our critical appraisal of the way
things are going — policy, management, etc.
Your birding should go asan article. Inthis
way we would in fact have your company
as abirdwatcher yet have you develop into
athoughtful leader of the movement.
Lavkumar Khacher
14, Jayant Society, Rajkot 360004.
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